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The beginning of a new era

A new era of collaboration is underway with the
jointly funded Weed Spotters Queensland Network.
The Queensland Herbarium (EPA) and Biosecurity
Queensland's, Invasive Plants and Animals Program

Kathy Stephens (Principal Botanist) from the
Queensland Herbarium has been appointed as the state
project officer based at the Queensland Herbarium.
Kathy comes to this position with a wealth of botanical
knowledge on aquatic and terrestrial species, and years
of experience as a field botanist. Kathy is very
qualified to provide training in both weed collection
techniques and weed recognition, including assisting
Weed Spotters with their many queries on weeds.

First off the rank, is the new look newsletter,
containing all the vital information you need to spot
those new weeds in your region. A dedicated Weed
Spotters web page will also be available on the EPA
website from February 2009.

Training will begin in the New Year. If you have
preferences for the type of training you would like in
your region give Kathy a call (details back page) and
have a chat. If you know of others who might like to
become involved in Weed Spotters Queensland please
forward the newsletter and suggest they get on board
too.

The key message being - the more eyes we've got, the
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Herbarium (Cairns) collections. They also assist with
mapping current weed infestations, which

ultimately contributes to a Regional weed mapping
database being developed by the Far North Queensland
Regional Organisation of Councils (FNQROC).

Mark Stevens the Weed Watch Project Officer says
“the development of a community based Weed Watch
program is vital if we are to win the war against weeds.
It is important that the community is made aware of
the serious impact of weeds on both the environment
and the economy and is actively engaged through such
programs. Helping detect new and emerging weeds
and mapping current infestations, helps Regional and
State Government deliver real on-ground results”.
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Weed Watch volunteers have also been instrumental in
the detection and mapping of several large infestations
of Thunbergia laurifolia (Class 1) and Thunbergia
grandiflora (Class 2) throughout the Region.
Information provided to Regional Councils has
resulted in several large outbreaks being totally
eradicated.
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Weed Watch project officer Mark Stevens and volunteer John
Gielis recording a pond apple infestation. Photo M.Stevens.

If you would like to know more information about the
Weed Watch program, please feel free to Conservation
Volunteers Australia on (07) 4032 0844 or email
mstevens@conservationvolunteers.com.au
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Giant tropical Salvia (Brillantaisia lamium) was also
recorded for the first time from the North Kennedy
district, and Salvinia (Salvinia molesta) for the South
Kennedy district.

In November, the waterweed called mud plantain
(Heteranthera reniformis) was first discovered in
Queensland, a new naturalisation occurring at a
number of sites around Brisbane. The Mexican bean
tree (Cepropia peltata) was first recorded from outside
of cultivation in March, the third record for
Queensland. In May, Acacia karroo was first recorded
outside of cultivation in the Darling Downs district, the
second record for Queensland.

Fireweed (Senecio madagascariensis). Photo B.Phillips.
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Mexican feather grass found in
Queensland

Whilst walking home from a yummy meal at the local
Mexican restaurant in Bulimba, | happened upon a
landscape planting of a very unusual looking grass.
Four plants growing in a garden bed, each in full seed
and when | touched the seed head, the seeds fell away
very softly like a feather. As a seasoned Weed Spotter
I thought to myself — | had better get a specimen of
this! So, much to my families frustration, | spent the
evening super sleuthing on the internet and finally
came to the conclusion that I might have the Class 1
weed, Mexican feather grass.

Mexican feather grass plants in the garden bed at Bulimba. Photo
J.Morton
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Jane Morton holding the original Mexican feather grass specimen.
Photo K.Stephens

Mexican feather grass is a weed with the potential to
cause severe environmental damage to native
grasslands. It is a tough wiry grass with no grazing
value and so a threat to pastures in southern and central
Queensland.

The emergency response team traced plants with the
assistance of the wholesale and retail nurseries
involved. Sales into Queensland of over 1000 Stipa
plants were investigated but it appeared that only the

batch o ipa_capriccio were Mexican feather ara
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There are now 83 plants that remain to be found. These
are in localities where Weed Spotters could assist
Biosecurity Queensland to detect these plants. The
localities are:

Longreach, Emerald, Goondiwindi, Aspley, Kenmore,
Rochedale (Brisbane), Blacksoil, Mackay, Biloela,
Gympie, Kingaroy and in the Northern suburbs of
Brisbane. These plants are likely to be in new
landscaping areas or in ornamental feature gardens.

All sites where seeding plants have been detected have
been placed under Emergency Quarantine Notices.
Sites where the risk of establishment is greatest are
subject to full decontamination (such as the removal
and replacement of mulch and loose topsoil) and then a
structured monitoring program until the depletion of
the seed bank has occurred. Joe Vitelli from the Alan
Fletcher Research Station is providing the research
capability through investigative work into seed
viability and seed longevity.

We now need your assistance to try to detect the 83
plants that remain to be found. If you find a suspected
Mexican feather grass plant, please do not attempt to
remove it as you may spread the seed. Please email a
photo of the suspect plant, along with your contact
details, to callweb@dpi.gld.gov.au, or call DPI&F on
13 25 23. Further information is available at the
DPI&F website: http://www.dpi.gld.gov.au/cps/rde/
dpi/hs.xsl/4790_8943 ENA_HTML.htm
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*Gymnocoronis spilanthoides (D.Don ex Hook. &
Arn.) DC.

Class 1

Collection Details:

collector: Phillip Moran

date: 27/7/08

location: Gold and Moggill Creeks, Brookfield.

*Nassella tenuissima (Trin.) Barkworth
Class 1, first record for Queensland
Collection Details:

collector: Jane Morton

date: 25/10/08

location: Oxford St, Bulimba, cultivated

*Ziziphus mauritiana Lam.

Class 2 extension of range (previously known from
Maryborough)

Collection Details:

collector: Bill Wilson

date: 31/10/2008

location: 12 km N of Biggenden.

*Hygrophila polysperma (Roxb.) T.Anderson
Declared in NSW. Second record for Queensland
Collection Details:

collector: Juliet Musgrave

date: 10/11/2008

location: Maryborough Showgrounds.

*Hygrophila costata Nees
Class 1
Collection Details:

collector: Barry Whyte
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*Barleria repens Nees

Not listed, fifth confirmed record of naturalisation,
northernmost occurrence

Collection Details:

collector: Leigh Scott

date: 16/10/08

location: Airlie Crescent, Mackay.

Weed Spotters Queensland Network
Website

Yes! We now have our own website!

From February 2009 weed spotters information will be

posted on this website, including the newsletter,

training calendar and new weed information:
www.epa.qld.gov.au/ weedspotters

A big thank you to Ailsa Holland, Queensland
Herbarium, for the many hours she has spent making
this a reality.
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Wandering Jew — how do you know if
it’s the weedy one?

How to distinguish the weed from the native
species.

Following the recent rains, there has been rapid growth
of Commelina species, as they love the damp
conditions.

Here are the key differences to check that you have
the weedy one before you eradicate.

*Commelina benghalensis:
Leaves 1-3 cm wide
Leaf apex blunt

Spathes small, 1-3 together on short thick stipe, almost
enclosed in leaf sheath

Spathe closed at base like a cone
Leaf sheath with long obvious rusty hairs

Middle anther produces yellow pollen, while the lateral
anthers have white pollen. No other Commelina
species have this.

Petals 3-4 mm long
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Commelina diffusa:

Leaves less thanl cm wide

Leaf apex acute or acuminate

Spathes solitary on slender stipe up to 3 cm long

Spathe not closed at base, two sides folded together
lengthwise but not joined

Leaf sheath usually glabrous
All anthers with yellow pollen
Petals 12 mm long

All anthers yellow, folded base of spathe. Photo K.Stephens
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Training

The last training under the CRC Weeds was conducted
in Longreach by Wayne Harris in October. Many
thanks to Wayne for the hard work he put in to
finalising the Weeds CRC project.

New training sessions will start again next year. Email
or phone Kathy Stephens with your training
requirements and we’ll draw up a calendar early in
2009.

With all the rain we have been having it will be a
bumper year for weeds, so new ones are bound to pop
up in your area. Keep your eyes peeled and send new
occurrences in to be positively identified. Remember
we need your specimens to verify records.

Contacts

We need people to volunteer to be regional contacts
for the Weed Spotters Queensland Network.

Regional Coordinators assist with the identification
and filtering of Weed Spotter specimens and pass them
on to the Queensland Herbarium. They also pass on
information to individuals about new and emerging
weeds in their region. They may assist with training,
resources and accessing Government information.

If this sounds like something you would like to do,
please contact Kathy.




