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1. Introduction

The Central Queensland Regional Water Supply Strategy was developed through a
partnership between the Queensland Government, local government, and Indigenous
and community representatives. The strategy, released in December 2006, has sought to
identify the most effective ways of meeting the region’s water supply challenges.

This report summarises the progress made in 2007 towards implementing the strategy.
Details of the actions taken in 2007 for each strategy action in the Central Queensland
Regional Water Supply Strategy are given in Appendix A.

2. Development of identified
infrastructure

The government announced a $420m investment towards delivering a statewide grid.
This includes:

e  $14m for raising Eden Bann Weir

e $22m for constructing Rookwood Weir

e $56.5m for constructing Connors River Dam

e $120m for constructing Nathan Dam

e $60m for Connors River Dam pipelines

e  $20m for Rockhampton to Capricorn Coast pipeline

e  $48m for Fitzroy to Gladstone pipeline.

The Department of Infrastructure and Planning (DIP) is leading the delivery of these
projects, and together with the Department of Natural Resources and Water (NRW) have
established a detailed and costed program to deliver the Statewide Water Policy projects.

Proponents have been appointed to investigate and prepare business cases for
submission to government.

3. Urban communities strategy

The Central Queensland Small Communities Water Study commenced in August 2007.
Managed by the Central Queensland Local Government Association (CQLGA), a steering
committee comprising representatives of the CQLGA, local governments, the Department
of Local Government, Sport and Recreation, and NRW was established to oversee the
study. The study is on track for completion in early 2008.
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The study is considering water supply options and issues for 45 small communities
located in 16 shires (pre-council amalgamation) across central Queensland. The
consultants visited many of the communities in late 2007 to help understand the key
supply issues for each community. A number of communities are experiencing rapid
population growth due to mining developments. Other communities have problems
with declining water quality, while others are exhausting their existing water supplies
in extended dry periods.

Potential strategies in respect to water affordability are being considered through an
interdepartmental committee on community water supply.

The draft Moranbah Town Water Supply protocol was developed between the
Belyando Shire Council and the Queensland Government to improve the delivery
of services to this mining town. A consultancy on domestic water use in Moranbah
is currently underway.

4. Isaac—Connors subregion

The Burdekin to Moranbah pipeline has been operational since August 2007. The
218 kilometre SunWater pipeline can deliver 17 ooo megalitres per annum (ML/a),
with augmentation of pumps capable of increasing capacity to 23 ooo ML/a.

SunWater was appointed as proponent to prepare a business case for the Connors
River Dam and its associated pipeline(s). Studies have commenced with the view
of having a preliminary design and an environmental impact study and approvals
completed by 2010.

Work on a draft amendment of the Fitzroy Basin Water Resource Plan is underway
to include groundwater in the Isaac—Connors subcatchment, including the
Braeside Borefield.

5. Lower Mackenzie-Fitzroy

NRW have completed eight pre-feasibility studies to progress the raising of Eden Bann
Weir and constructing Rookwood Weir. These studies were on fish, turtles, saltwater
crocodiles, social and non-Indigenous cultural heritage, Indigenous cultural heritage,
native vegetation and terrestrial ecosystems, access roads, as well as a geotechnical
and engineering appraisal of Rookwood Weir. The studies were to investigate any fatal
flaws and to develop draft management and mitigation options for potential adverse
impacts on the biophysical, socioeconomic and cultural environment. The reports
have been provided to DIP for information to assist them in the development of the
business case.

The Lower Fitzroy Joint Venture was appointed as proponent to prepare a business case
for raising Eden Bann Weir and constructing Rookwood Weir. Rockhampton Regional
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Council (previously Livingstone Shire Council and Rockhampton City Council before
council amalgamations in March 2008), Gladstone Area Water Board (GAWB) and
SunWater are the partners in this joint venture. SunWater is carrying out investigations
on behalf of the joint venture, with a target completion date of 2009 for investigations
to allow construction of the new storages by 2011.

Rockhampton Regional Council is managing the Capricorn Coast pipeline project,
which will link Rockhampton to Yeppoon. This project has received funding from
the Commonwealth and Queensland governments as well as Livingstone Shire
contributions. Work on the project is on track for completion of the pipeline by the
end of 2009.

6. Dawson—Callide Valley

SunWater was appointed as proponent to prepare a business case for Nathan Dam and
preliminary studies have commenced. The nature of water demand along the Dawson
River has changed since the investigations in the 1990s. Delivery of high security water
for new coal mines, industry and urban use are likely users of water sourced from
Nathan Dam along with agriculture. Nathan Dam could also be a potential supply as
part of the state and regional water grids.

Work on a draft amendment to the Fitzroy Basin Water Resource Plan is underway to
include groundwater in the Callide subcatchment.

7. Gladstone

GAWB was appointed as proponent to prepare a business case for the Fitzroy to
Gladstone pipeline and studies are well advanced. Work progressed with a view to
being able to commence construction in mid-2008 if there were no significant inflows
into Awoonga Dam. Most of the pipeline route is planned to be within the proposed
Stanwell to Gladstone infrastructure corridor being investigated by DIP.

8. Comet—Nogoa—Mackenzie

A draft amendment to the Fitzroy Basin Resource Operations Plan was released in
August 2007, incorporating proposed provisions to enable water allocations supplied
by the Nogoa—Mackenzie Water Supply System to be converted between medium
priority and high priority. The draft resource operations plan amendment proposes a
conversion rate of 3 ML medium to 1 ML high and provides for up to about 36 ooo ML
of medium to be converted to high priority. The amendment is expected to be finalised
in 2008.
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