




Queensland is part of a national licensing system for 
water bore drillers that aims to protect groundwater 
resources while making it easier for drillers to move from 
state to state.

The licensing arrangements of the Water Act 2000 (Qld) 
achieve this by ensuring that all water bore drillers are 
properly skilled and that their work meets minimum 
standards. 

As the licensing system is based on the national system, 
Queensland drillers should find it relatively easy to 
obtain licences to work in other parts of Australia.

The Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Water 
(NRMW), as the licensing authority, has produced this 
handbook to explain how the Queensland system works; 
how it applies to different types of water bores; and 
what skills, qualifications and experience drillers need to 
obtain or upgrade licences.



The Water Act provides a framework for the sustainable 
allocation and management of Queensland’s water resources. 
It empowers NRMW to authorise water bores and license water 
bore drillers.

The department is responsible for:

• ensuring that only those drillers who meet the required 
standard are licensed

• monitoring drillers’ work to check that they continue to 
meet this standard. 

The Water Act also separates the right to take groundwater 
from the right to construct works such as water bores. It 
deals with the right to take groundwater, while the Integrated
Planning Act 1997 deals with the right to construct works.

The right to take groundwater is either established in 
legislation or granted under a 'licence' or 'water allocation'. 
A 'development permit', which can contain construction 
specifications, will also often be required before a water bore 
can be sunk.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is not involved 
with the licensing of water bore drillers. The Environmental
Protection Act 1994 sets out the general environmental duty 
of all people to take reasonable and practicable measures to 
prevent or minimise the environmental harm resulting from 
their actions. This general environmental duty applies to all 
drilling activities. 

As well as being aware of this duty, drillers should 
understand that the EPA may impose specific requirements 
on drilling activities through development permit conditions, 
environmental authorities or environmental protection orders 
in some situations.



The drilling industry is represented by the Queensland chapter 
of the Australian Drilling Industry Association (ADIA) through 
its representatives on the Drillers Licensing Review Committee 
(DLRC), which is chaired by NRMW. 

The committee’s chief role is to provide NRMW with advice and 
recommendations on driller licensing matters and water bore 
construction standards.



In Queensland, all water bores deeper than six metres, 
including monitoring bores, must be constructed by, or under 
the supervision of, a licensed water bore driller who has the 
correct endorsements on their licence for the type of activity 
being performed.

This means that a suitably licensed driller needs to be on 
the drilling site while the work is being undertaken. It is 
acceptable for the licensed driller to take a break from the 
drilling work and allow an unlicensed, but supervised driller, 
to continue with the work. However, in this case the licensed 
driller must be available to direct or else take over the work, 
should it be required. 

It is acceptable for the licensed driller to be away from the 
rig (for example, in an on-site caravan), as long as they are 
on the drill site and available to provide direction or take over 
the work, if and when required. 

The licensed driller remains responsible for the work at all 
times—even though they might not be actually pulling the 
levers on the rig—and need to be on site while the drilling 
activities are happening. 

Drilling activities that must be performed or supervised by a 
licensed water bore driller include:

• drilling, deepening, enlarging or casing a water bore
• removing, replacing, altering, or repairing the casing, 

lining or screen of a water bore
• decommissioning an abandoned water bore.
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