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1. Introduction

The clearing of native vegetation in Queensland is regulated by the Vegetation
Management Act 1999. This Act sets down the rules and regulations that guide
what clearing can be done, and how it must be done to meet the requirements
of the law. It regulates clearing of ‘remnant’ vegetation on freehold land, and of
remnant and some non-remnant vegetation on state tenures.

Permits for broadscale clearing are no longer issued in Queensland, and
anyone who currently has a valid permit must ensure that the clearing is
completed before 31 December 2006. For certain purposes (e.g. fodder
harvesting or the building of infrastructure), native vegetation may still be
cleared under a permit or, in some situations, under an exemption from the
need to obtain a permit.

This guide explains:
* what clearing can be done under an exemption
* when you require a permit to clear vegetation
* how to read regional ecosystem (RE) maps
* how to apply to clear vegetation
* how DERM will assess your application
* what you can expect from DERM.

To assess clearing applications where a permit is required, DERM uses
assessment codes—rules to ensure that clearing meets legal requirements (e.g.
will not cause land degradation). It is therefore important that you supply all
relevant information with your application so that DERM can make an informed
decision. This information must include a description of the proposed clearing,
and must demonstrate it how it will meet the code requirements.

If DERM decides, on the basis of the information you supply, that your proposed
clearing meets the legal requirements, you will be issued with a permit. If you do
not provide all the required information, DERM will be unable to make an
informed decision, and cannot issue a permit.

Where can I find information?

Most of the information you will require for an application to clear is available
from departmental business centres. However, these centres offer different
services depending on the specific facilities available. For example, all centres
can accept an application to clear, but only those with specialised vegetation
mapping facilities will be able to supply you with vegetation mapping products.

For the purposes of this guide, we have characterised these centres as types A
and B. Throughout the guide, we indicate the appropriate type of service centre
for each type of information or service required.

Refer to Appendix 1 to find the location and contact details of your nearest
departmental business centres of each type.
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Do | need to apply for a permit?

Follow the steps below to determine if you need a permit to clear.

Step 1: Determine if what you propose is considered ‘clearing’
Under the law, you may require a permit if you propose to destroy a tree by:

removing it

cutting it down

ringbarking it

pushing it over

burning, flooding or draining it

using a tractor to break down parts of the tree, if this will cause it to die.

The legal definition of clearing does not include:

tree lopping (cutting or pruning branches, but not removing the trunk or
pruning the branches of a tree so severely that it is likely to die)

destruction of standing vegetation by stock.

Therefore, you will not need a permit to:

lop branches off a tree with a chainsaw (providing this is not enough to Kill
the tree)

remove the crown (leaders) of a tree, while leaving lateral branches below
the cut-off point (providing this will not cause the tree to die).

Step 2: Determine if there is a property map of assessable
vegetation on the lot

Property maps of assessable vegetation (PMAVs) are maps certified by DERM
to replace the regional ecosystem mapping for determining if a vegetation
clearing application is required. (See section 7 for more information.)

To find out if there is a PMAV over the land that is the subject of your
application, contact your nearest NRW service centre B listed in Appendix 1.

* |f there is no PMAV on the lot(s), go to Step 3.

* |f there is a PMAV on the lot(s), and it shows it contains category 1,2, 3 or

4 vegetation, you will need to apply for a permit. Go to Section 3.

* If there is a PMAV on the lot and it shows the entire lot mapped as

category X, the clearing will be exempt on freehold and most state
tenures.



Step 3: Determine if there is remnant vegetation on the lot(s)

To find out if there is remnant vegetation on the land in question, check the
regional ecosystem (RE) map of the area.

RE mapping describes vegetation types, defines when vegetation is remnant,
and classifies the status of remnant vegetation depending on how much of a
particular regional ecosystem remains. DERM uses these maps to determine
when you will require a permit to clear vegetation, as the colour on the map
indicates the presence and status of remnant vegetation in the area.

Figure 1: An REni;p o

The maps are coloured as follows:
* white—not mapped as remnant vegetation
* green—remnant, not of concern vegetation
» orange/brown—remnant, of concern vegetation

* pink/purple—remnant, endangered vegetation.

Where can | obtain an RE map?

You can download RE maps free of charge from the DERM website at
<www.derm.qld.gov.au>, or view or purchase them at any departmental
business centre (A).

How do | read an RE map?
To read an RE map:

* find the correct Lot on Plan on the relevant map—DERM staff at any
service centre (B) can help you with this if necessary

* use the colour coding to determine the status of the vegetation on the lot in
question (see above).

Step 4: Determine if the proposed clearing is exempt

Once you have checked what colour the vegetation on the area you propose to
clear is on the RE map, you can determine if the clearing will be exempt (i.e.
can be done without a permit). Appendix 2, Tables 1-7 lists some common
exemptions, categorised under tenure and vegetation classification.



Determining factors for exemption
The factors that determine if vegetation can be cleared under an exemption are:

* its classification on a PMAYV, or if no PMAYV exists, an RE map
* the land tenure
* the purpose of clearing
* who is proposing to do the clearing.
However, if you are unsure whether the clearing you propose to do is exempt,

before undertaking any clearing, you should contact a vegetation management
officer at your nearest departmental business centre to discuss the matter.

If the clearing you wish to undertake is not exempt, go to Section 3 to
determine if you can submit an application to clear.
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Applying for a permit

You can submit an application to clear for any of the following purposes:

to manage encroachment
to harvest fodder
to ensure public safety

to build a fence, road or other infrastructure, or create a firebreak where
no suitable alternative site exists

to manage regrowth on leasehold land

to conduct a ‘state-significant’ project (see Table1)
to thin vegetation

to manage pests or weeds where necessary

for an extractive industry

to carry out clearing which is the consequence of a development approval,
for which you applied before16 May 2003.

To be accepted as clearing for one or more of these purposes, an activity must
meet certain criteria developed by DERM. Contact an assessment officer at a
departmental business centre (B) to find out if the purpose of your proposed
clearing is accepted as relevant.

The regional vegetation management codes

Regional vegetation management codes set out the rules that clearing must
comply with to meet the requirements of the law.

Queensland is divided into the following code areas as shown in Figure 2:

Brigalow Belt and New England Tablelands bioregions
Coastal bioregions

South East Queensland Bioregion

Western bioregions.
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Figure 2: Regional Vegetation Management Code areas

Once you have decided which purpose you wish to apply for, you should read
the relevant section of the regional vegetation management code for your area.
Contact a departmental business centre for assistance if you are unsure which
code is relevant.

Each code is divided into eight parts that apply to different purposes. Check
Table 1 to decide which part of the code your application should meet.









4. Regional ecosystem mapping

Regional ecosystems (REs) are the vegetation communities in a bioregion that
are consistently associated with a particular combination of geology, landform
and soil type.

RE maps describe these vegetation types, define when vegetation is remnant,
and classify the status of remnant vegetation depending on how much of a
particular regional ecosystem remains. DERM uses these maps to determine
when you will require a permit to clear vegetation.

How RE maps are made

The Queensland Herbarium, which is part of DERM, has mapped the regional
ecosystems of more than 70 per cent of the state using a combination of
satellite imagery, aerial photography, historical data, existing maps and
on-ground studies.

The remaining 30 per cent is mapped as either remnant or non-remnant. You
can obtain a ‘remnant map’ from departmental business centres (B).

Figure 3. The area of Queensland covered by RE and remnant mapping

The accuracy and coverage of these maps is improving all the time as the
status of more of the vegetation is verified by on-ground studies.



How regional ecosystems are classified

The Queensland Herbarium reviews the current extent of remnant vegetation
every two years based on satellite imagery provided by the Statewide Land and
Trees Study. This is compared with ‘pre-clearing vegetation mapping’ and the
comparison used to determine the status of each regional ecosystem under the
Vegetation Management Act. This status is classified as:

endangered if:
* less than 10 per cent of the pre-clearing extent remains, or

* 10-30 per cent of the pre-clearing extent remains (if the total area of
remnant RE is less than 10 000 hectares).

of concern if:
* 10-30 per cent of the pre-clearing extent remains, or

* more than 30 per cent of the pre-clearing extent remains (if the total area
of remnant RE is less than 10 000 hectares).

not of concern if:

* more than 30 per cent of the pre-clearing extent remains, and the total
area of remnant RE is more than 10 000 hectares.

Regional ecosystem codes

Each coloured area on the map is called a polygon. Each polygon is labeled
with a three-number code identifying REs (e.g. 11.3.5).

The first number indicates the bioregion in which the RE exists (of which
Queensland has 13). For example, 11 is the code for the Brigalow Belt
Bioregion.

The second number relates to the land zone on which the ecosystem occurs. In
the example, 3 indicates alluvial systems such as creeks, rivers and floodplains.

The last number refers to the specific ecosystem. In the example, 5 indicates
low woodland or open forest of gidgee (Acacia cambagei).

The three numbers together provide a unique identifier for a particular regional
ecosystem. You can find out more about regional ecosystems on the DERM
website at <www.derm.qgld.gov.au>.

Mixed polygons

On most RE maps, there are polygons with more than one RE code. These
‘mixed polygons’ indicate that an area contains separate, different REs, which
have not been mapped separately at the scale of the map. The order in which
the codes are listed reflects the proportions of these different REs on the
ground. For example, a mixed polygon labelled 6.5.1/6.5.2, 70/30 contains
approximately 70 per cent of RE 6.5.1 and 30 per cent of RE 6.5.2.

Where a mixed polygon includes a mixture of endangered, of concern or not of
concern REs, the map will be in different colours depending on the relative
proportion of each category. Table 2 explains how each category is defined.
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Table 2: Colour on map and status of remnant vegetation

Colour on map | Category Explanation
Green ‘Not of All REs present are not of concern
concern’
Light Sub-dominant | Some REs are of concern, and the
orange/brown ‘of concern’ remainder are not of concern. The
proportion of a not of concern RE
exceeds that of any of concern REs.
Dark Dominant ‘of Some REs are of concern, and the
orange/brown concern’ remainder are not of concern. The
proportion of an of concern RE
exceeds that of any not of concern
REs.
Light pink Sub-dominant | Some areas are endangered RE, the
‘endangered’ remainder may be of concern or not of
concern REs. The proportion of a not
of concern or an of concern RE
exceeds that of any endangered REs.
Dark pink/purple | Dominant Some areas are endangered RE, the
‘endangered’ remainder may be of concern or not of
concern RE. The proportion of an
endangered RE exceeds that of any
not of concern or of concern REs.
Mapping scale

Remnant REs are predominantly mapped at 1:100 000 scale (1 cm on the map

=1 km on the ground). To appear on an RE map, an area of remnant

vegetation generally must be at least 5 hectares in area and 75 metres wide for

linear features.

In some areas of South-East Queensland, remnant REs are mapped at

1:50 000 scale (1 cm on the map = 0.5 km on the ground). To appear on a map
at this scale, the vegetation generally must be at least 1 hectare in area and 35

metres wide for linear features.

In the Wet Tropics, remnant REs are mapped at 1:50 000 scale (1 cm on the
map = 0.5 km on the ground). To appear on a map at this scale, the vegetation
must be at least 0.5 hectare in area and 20 metres wide for linear features.

To find out at what scale your property is mapped, see Figure 3.




What if | think the RE map is incorrect?

RE mapping is a landscape-scale mapping tool, and when it is applied at a
property scale inconsistencies can occur. If you believe the mapping of your
property is incorrect, you should first consider if this will affect your property
management. In some cases, such as fodder harvesting, this not usually the
case.

If it does affect your property management you should apply:

» for a ‘detailed’ property map of assessable vegetation (PMAV), which
can show the boundaries and location of vegetation at a property scale
(1:15 000). Detailed PMAVs can also ‘lock in’ category X areas. (See
Section 7 for more details)

or

* to have the map reassessed at the current scale. DERM will work with
the Queensland Herbarium to decide if the mapping is correct. To do
this, they will require detailed information on the location and type of
vegetation on your property. Call a departmental business centre (B) for
more details.

You believe that the vegetation is mapped as the wrong RE

Vegetation that is mapped as the wrong RE does not prevent you from
submitting an application to clear. However, before submitting your application,
you should contact an assessment officer at your nearest departmental
business centre (B) to discuss your options. When you submit your application,
you should include information on why you believe that the mapping is incorrect,
and provide evidence to this effect.

DERM officers may conduct a site visit to assess your application against the
vegetation ‘on the ground’, rather than what is on the map. They may also use
sources such as aerial photography and local knowledge to verify the
information you have supplied.

You believe that the vegetation is incorrectly mapped as remnant

If you intend to clear an area of vegetation that you believe should not be
mapped as remnant, you should contact a departmental business centre before
conducting any clearing. In this situation you can either apply for a detailed
PMAYV (see Section 5) or apply to have the map reassesed.

The scale of the map shows insufficient details of where the RE
boundaries are

If your property is too small on the RE map for you to see where the boundaries
of the REs you propose to clear are, you can go to a departmental business
centre (B) to see the map at a larger scale.

If you don'’t think the RE map shows enough detail, you can apply for a
‘detailed’ PMAV, showing the RE boundaries at property-scale.
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5. Property maps of assessable vegetation (PMAVs)

PMAVs are maps showing the location, boundaries and status of vegetation.
They are certified by DERM, and replace regional ecosystem maps for
determining where vegetation captured by the VMA occurs.

Depending on its purpose, a PMAV will show all or some of the following:
» category X—non-remnant vegetation
* category 1—endangered vegetation
* category 2—of concern vegetation
» category 3—not of concern vegetation

» category 4—regrowth from pre-1990 clearing on agricultural and grazing
leases.

You will generally require a permit to clear vegetation mapped as category 1, 2,
3 or 4, unless the clearing is for an exempt activity. Vegetation mapped as
category X can continue to be managed without constraints by the VMA on
most tenures.

PMAVs are recorded in the department’s Titles Registry—they are linked to the
land title, and are transferred with the land if the land changes ownership.

Types of PMAV

There are two types of PMAV:

* PMAVs you agree to

* PMAVs that NRW makes for you.

PMAVs you agree to

When DERM creates a PMAYV that requires your agreement, it will send you a
copy to be approved or modified, if necessary, before it is certified, so check it
carefully. If you agree to the PMAV, sign the offer and return it to DERM. If you
don’t agree with it, you can negotiate with DERM regarding the vegetation
categories and other mapping issues.

These PMAVs are of are two types:
‘Lock it in’ PMAVs

On most tenures, Category X (not remnant) vegetation can be managed as the
landholder sees fit. If any vegetation on your property is not remnant (white on
the RE map), you can apply to DERM for a PMAYV to lock these areas in as
Category X vegetation. As such, you would not require a permit to clear them
now or in the future, regardless of how the vegetation appears on an RE map.

On agricultural and grazing leases, to qualify as ‘Category X’ (not remnant) the
area must have been cleared after 31 December 1989, and you will need to
provide evidence to substantiate this.

Non remnant areas that have not been cleared since this date will appear on a
PMAYV as ‘Category 4’, and you must apply for a ‘regrowth’ permit to clear them.

13



The regrowth part of the regional vegetation management code sets out
performance requirements for clearing in these areas.

‘Lock it in’ PMAVs are based on the regional ecosystem mapping current at the
time the application is lodged, and are at the same scale as RE
mapping—1:100 000 (1cm on the map = 1km on the ground), or 1:50 000 (1cm
on the map = 0.5 km on the ground).

They do not show the classification of remnant vegetation on your property—
they show it only as grey.

If you agree with the RE mapping, you can apply for a ‘lock it in” PMAV by
submitting:

» the current RE map for your property

» the application form (available from the DERM website at
<www.derm.qld.gov.au>.)

» five or more GPS points corresponding to identifiable fixed points defined
by suitable map grid coordinates (so that the boundaries of the vegetation
can be referenced to identifiable features on the property).

This is a fairly simple process and you may be able to prepare all the
information yourself. If not, a number of consultants and NGOs offer assistance
for a fee.

AgForward, a programme managed by AgForce Queensland and supported by
DERM, provides PMAV workshops. For more information, call 3236 3100 or
visit their website at <www.agforward.org.au>.

Detailed PMAVs

If the RE maps do not provide sufficient detail, you can apply for a detailed
PMAV at a ‘property scale’. These will show the detail of vegetation boundaries
at a scale of up to 1:15 000.

Detailed PMAVs can show ‘Category X’ and remnant vegetation categories 1, 2,
3 and 4. They will lock in the boundaries of ‘category X, but not of remnant
vegetation. If the classification of an RE changes (e.g. from not of concern to of
concern), the PMAV will also change.

To apply for a detailed PMAV you will need to provide:

* gpecific information about the location, structure and range of species of
vegetation on your property

* gpatially defined and accurate boundaries for the proposed vegetation
categories.

14



PMAVs DERM will make for you
DERM will create a PMAV when:
* you notify that you are conducting a forest practice
or
* you apply for a permit to clear for:
o fodder harvesting
o thinning
o clearing encroachment
o controlling non-native plants and declared pests
o controlling regrowth on leasehold land
or
* an area has been illegally cleared.

These PMAVs show remnant vegetation categories 1, 2, 3 and 4. The PMAV
you receive with a permit to control regrowth may also show Category X.

The purpose of these PMAVs is to ensure that areas of remnant vegetation
cleared for the purposes described above will continue to be mapped as
remnant. This means you will still need a permit to clear these areas in the
future, even if the activities mentioned make the vegetation non-remnant in the
short term.

For example, if you are clearing vegetation to remove an infestation of rubber
vine, the amount of native vegetation you need to remove may be enough to
result in the area being mapped as non-remnant. The PMAV will replace the RE
mapping until the native vegetation has grown back. If the clearing was for
removal of weeds, you cannot use the area for another purpose while the native
vegetation is growing back.

Can I change or revoke a PMAV on my property?

If you have agreed to a PMAYV for your property, you can change or revoke it
provided that you and DERM agree to this. An altered PMAV may apply to all or
part of the previous area, or to all or part of the previous area and another area.

A PMAV created by DERM may be revoked once the purpose for which it was
created is no longer relevant (e.g. when the term of a clearing permit expires, if
the vegetation is mapped as remnant on the RE map).

A PMAV may also be revoked if DERM is notified that a forest practice is no
longer occurring, and the department is satisfied that the vegetation in the
modified area(s) has been mapped as ‘remnant’ on an RE map.
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6. The application process

To be accepted and processed, a clearing application must include:
* completed application forms (see below)
* the appropriate application fee (see p. 21)

* acompleted property vegetation management plan (PVMP) (see p. 21).

Application forms

The Integrated Development Assessment System (IDAS) is a statewide system
used for making, assessing and deciding development applications in
Queensland.

Your application must include completed IDAS Form 1:

* Part A, Common details, which requests basic information about you and
your property. (See example in Appendix 3.)

* Part J, Clearing native vegetation, which is a generic form for applications
to clear for all purposes. (See example in Appendix 3.)

To obtain these forms:

* visit a departmental business centre (A)

* phone a departmental business centre (A) to have copies mailed to you
or

* download them from the IDAS website at <www.ipa.qld.gov.au/idas>.

Tables 3 and 4 show you how to complete these forms.

16



Table 3: IDAS form 1: Part A

Section of form 1

Questions to answer

Questions to ignore

Description of the
land

Q1,3and 4

Q7—Total area of land
refers to the total property
area, not the application
area.

Q8

Q2, 5, 6 and 9—These
are not relevant to an
application for clearing
vegetation.

Proposal details

Q10—Existing use of land is

what it is currently used for
(e.g. grazing).

Q11—This is not relevant
to an application for
clearing vegetation.

Other applicable
parts of Form 1

Q12, Part J is required for
vegetation clearing
applications.

Applicant details

Q13-19

Land owner’s

Q20—Not required for an

consent application for clearing
vegetation.
Resource Q21-23. This section This section does not
entitlement applies to applications for apply to applications on
clearing vegetation on freehold land. Answer No
leasehold land, trust land, to Q21 and continue to
roads and land subjectto a | Q24.
license or permit.
Answer Yes to Q21 and
contact a departmental
business centre (B) to
arrange for receipt of
evidence of resource
entitlement.
Assessment Q24. This checklist is
triggers optional. If the checklist is

not attached, answer No.

Plans/drawings/
reports

Q25. List all accompanying
documents, such as PVMP,
GPS points etc.

17



Table 4: IDAS form 1: Part J

Section of form

Questions to answer

Questions to
ignore

Nature of
application

Q1. Vegetation clearing
applications are for operational
work—1(a).

Type of clearing

Q2. Tick the correct relevant
purpose.

Q3. If you have a letter
confirming that DERM is satisfied
that your clearing application is
for a ‘relevant purpose’ tick Yes.
If you haven’t received
confirmation before you submit
your application, tick No and tick
‘the applicant requests
that...DERM considers
whether...’

Property
vegetation
management plan
(PVMP)

Q4. You must tick Yes, as all
vegetation clearing applications
must include a PVMP.

Q5. You must tick all of the three
boxes and submit the relevant
information described in see
section 6 of this guide.

Section 6 of this guide describes
the options for showing the
location and extent of clearing

Q6. you must either tick all of (a)
parts (i) to (iv), or (b)

Clearing as a
result of a Material
Change of Use
(MCU) or
Reconfiguration of
a Lot (RalL)

Q7. Not relevant to
vegetation clearing
applications

18



Application fee

Your application must include the application fee. As this fee is subject to
change, contact your nearest departmental business centre (A) or check the
DERM website at <www.derm.qld.gov.au > at the time of application for the
current rate.

How to prepare a PVMP

A PVMP is simply the information you submit in your application, and you must
prepare a PVMP with all applications to clear. As DERM uses this information to
assess your application against the requirements of the code, it is therefore very
important that you provide clear and accurate information about what you want
to do.

There is no standard template for a PVMP but it must contain details of:

a) the location and extent of the area you propose to clear (This is
explained in detail below).

b) the purpose of the application—this must be for a relevant purpose as
described in Section 3, and you must supply DERM with sufficient
information about what you intend to do to allow them to determine this.

c) how the proposed clearing meets the performance requirements of the
relevant Regional Vegetation Management Code (See p. 7).
Location and extent of clearing
You have three options for defining the area of vegetation you propose to clear.

Option 1: Use a map to show the location and extent of proposed clearing
by defining the boundary of the area to be cleared on an image base.

An image base is a real life image (e.g. an aerial photograph or satellite
image—see Figure 4). You do not have to submit an original of the map—a
colour photocopy is acceptable.

The map must identify and include:

* grid coordinates for five or more fixed point features that are visible on
the image base (for example, the coordinates of property boundary
corners, crossroads, dams and houses)

* adescription of the features that each point represents
* the boundary of the area proposed for clearing.

DERM uses the information you provide to align your image and the drawn
boundary with the digital data it uses to assess applications. The five fixed
points do not have to be related to the area you wish to clear, they just have to
be visible on the map, to improve its accuracy and precision. Any point on the
map can thus be matched to the correct position on the ground.
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Figure 4: A map showing the location and extent of proposed clearing,
with the boundary of the area to be cleared defined on an image base
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Determine the grid coordinates using a global positioning system (GPS) unit. If
you don’t have access to one, contact a departmental business centre (B) to
discuss your options.

To acquire the grid coordinates, check your GPS manual to ensure that your
unit is in Map Grid of Australia 1994 coordinates (MGA94) mode, or World
Geodetic System 1984 (WGS84) mode, and provide ‘grid co-ordinates or zone
references’ for each point.

Time | Units | Losation Alarms

Location format

lUTM UPS |

Map datum
(GDA |

North reference

|True |

Magnetic variation

Figure 5: A set-up screen of a Garmin 76 GPS showing location format
and map datum settings

To display coordinates in the correct format on your GPS, set :

* the datum or map datum to GDA94 or GDA (or WGS84 if you have an old
GPS)—in either case, you must state the datum used

* the units, position format, or location format (depending on what type of
GPS you have) to UTM or UTM/UPS (see Figure 5).

The coordinate display will be similar to that in Figure 6. Not all units display a
letter after the zone reference (J in the example shown below). You can include
this in your application with the zone reference numeral (55 in the example
shown below), but only the zone reference is essential.

Zone Reference 12-DEC-05 12:51:55 F;,,
Easting
1
) ~55 J 0670560
Position Format UTM 7234674-1—— Northing

Figure 6: MGA94 coordinates displayed on a Garmin 76 GPS
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Provide this information to DERM in a format similar to that shown below.

Point Description Easting Northing Zone
1 NE corner of property boundary 0670560 7234674 55
2 Road crossing southern 358438 7356704 55
boundary fence

Together with your map, these coordinates give DERM assessment officers the
information they need to determine exactly where you propose to clear. All map
detail should be clearly visible with the naked eye and, wherever possible,
should include:

* atitle (e.g. the property name)

* the author or applicant’'s name

* aborder

* anorth arrow

* alegend describing exactly what the elements of the map represent
* ascale bar or reference to help DERM to read the map.

Option 2: Define every boundary of the area you propose to clear using
MGA94 coordinates

If you are unable to provide a map of the area you wish to clear, you can use
option 2, to provide DERM with information about its exact location by:

* providing a drawing, and a table of MGA94 coordinates and zone
references, which define the application area. If this is a square, only four
coordinates are required, one for each corner (see Table 4).If the area is a
more complex shape, you will need more coordinates to outline it (as in a
dot to dot drawing)

» providing a digital copy of a tracklog from a GPS unit defining the boundary
of the area. You can provide this file digitally on a CD, or take your GPS
unit into a departmental business centre (B).

P1 P2
Point Easting Northing Zone
P1 362826 7361109 55
P2 358438 7361109 55
P4 P3 P3 358438 7356704 55
P4 362826 7356704 55

Figure 7: MGA94 coordinates and zone references
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Coordinates ow
Boundary of the
Western Areww
Proposed to- be
Cleawred

Coordinates ow
Boundary of the
tasternw Area Proposed
to- be Cleared

55J 0570965
7246098

55 J 0545654
7373567

55J 0570450
7245433

55 J 0543289
7323145

55J 0570023
7246897

55 J 0547689
7322123

55T 0569876
7241123

55 J 0544567
7367895

550569423
7232122

55 J 0547898
7354999

55J0571123
7219989

5570531298
7454321

55J 0571698
7254345

55J 0532857
7443212

55J 0572034
7254678

55J 0538688
7389009

55J 0571985
7245678

55J 0538898
7321939

55J 0567889
7248932

55 J 0546671
7396732

55J 0547412
7346979

557J 0559087
7345456

557J 0550909
7332324

Figure 8. Using grid coordinates to describe every boundary of the
proposed area of clearing.

Option 3—Provide a digital mapping layer of the application area, suitable
for use in a Geographic Information System.

If it is at all possible, you are encouraged to provide digital mapping data as this
reduces the time DERM needs to prepare information during assessment.

Digital mapping information supplied to the department must meet the following
specifications:
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* It must be projected using MGA94.

* File formats for line-work, polygons and points (vector data sets) must be
one of the following

o ESRI shapefile or coverage
o Mapinfo
o CAD DXF.

* File formats for graphics (e.g. aerial photographs, satellite imagery, other
raster data sets like DEMs) must be one of the following

o Tiff or GeoTiff

o Jpg or Geodpg

o Erdas Imagine IMG format (no BMP)
o Arcgrid.

‘AgForward’, a programme managed by AgForce Queensland and supported by
DERM, provides training and workshops on computer mapping. For further
information call 3236 3100 or view the AgForward website at
<www.agforward.org.au>.
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7. The decision-making process

The ‘properly made’ test

When you lodge your application with DERM, an officer will review it to ensure
that it includes all the information required by law. To be ‘properly made’, an
application to clear must include:

* acomplete property vegetation management plan
* adescription of the purpose of clearing
* completed Part A and J of the IDAS form
* the application fee.
See section 6 for more information about any of the above.

If your application does not contain all the required information, you will receive
a letter from DERM explaining that your application is ‘not properly made’ and
requesting further information from you. This will result in delays to assessing
your application.

How does DERM assess my application?

Once your application has been accepted as properly made, a vegetation
management assessment officer will assess it against the relevant regional
vegetation management code.

If your application does not contain sufficient details to satisfy the assessment
officer of how you meet each of the performance requirements of the code (see
Section 3), the department will be unable to make a decision, and you will be
sent an ‘information request’. This will include a list of the performance
requirements that your application fails to meet, and explain why it does not
meet them.

You fail to meet a performance requirement if:

* you do not supply sufficient information to satisfy the assessment officer
that the clearing will meet the performance requirement

* the clearing you propose does not meet the requirements of the code.

Responding to an information request

An information request is an opportunity for you to supply supporting
information or to amend your application to satisfy the assessment officer that it
will meet the requirements of the code. You have up to one year to respond in
one of the following ways:

* Supply all the further information requested, or amend your application to
ensure that the clearing you propose meets the requirements described in
the information request.

* If you cannot provide all of the information requested, supply what you can,
and request that the department continues with the assessment.

* Advise DERM that you do not intend to supply any of the information
requested.
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If you do not respond to an information request, DERM will continue the
assessment without the further information; however, by law, your application
can be approved only if it meets all of the performance requirements.

Making a decision

On completion of this process, the assessment officer will prepare a ‘decision
notice’ stating whether your application has been approved in full, approved in
part, or refused. If your application is approved in part or refused they will also
prepare a ‘statement of reasons’ explaining:

* how they conducted the assessment
* what evidence they used
* the conclusions they reached.

They will then submit this to a decision maker (usually a senior officer) in
DERM. If this officer agrees with the assessment, they will send you the
statement of reasons together with the decision notice.

If your application is approved in full, or in part, the decision notice will also
explain any conditions that the permit imposes on the clearing to ensure it
meets the requirements of the code (e.g. clearing must not be carried out within
100 metres of a watercourse).

You will also receive a ‘development permit plan’, which is a map of your
property clearly showing the areas referred to in the decision notice, in which
clearing is permitted.

If your application meets the performance requirements, it will be approved. If it
does not meet all of the performance requirements of the code, by law, DERM
cannot approve it.

What if | am not happy with the decision?
If you are not happy with the department’s decision on your application, you can
» first, have it reviewed

* second, appeal the decision.

You can obtain a copy of the fact sheet VIO: Vegetation clearing
applications—appeals from the DERM website at <www.derm.qgld.gov.au>, or
from a departmental business centre (A).
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8. lllegal clearing
lllegal clearing is either of the following:

+ Clearing assessable vegetation without a permit
+ Contravening the conditions of a development permit (see Section 7)

How does DERM investigate illegal clearing?

DERM has a team of officers who use satellite imagery and aerial photographs
to detect changes in woody vegetation. Depending on the detail required, a
range of these satellites can detect understorey and broadscale clearing and, in
some instances, the images can show where single trees have been removed.

When clearing is detected, an officer cross-checks the clearing with the
database of permits. If there is no valid clearing permit for the cleared area, or
the area does not match the area approved in a permit, a compliance officer will
investigate further.

As they are dated, comparative images provide irrefutable evidence of unlawful
clearing. Being able to identify just when clearing has occurred means that
compliance officers can easily determine if it is an offence under legislation, or
has been performed within the permit dates.

What are the penalties?
If DERM detects illegal clearing, it may do one or more of the following:
* impose a penalty infringement notice of up to $124 000

* prosecute the person who has done the clearing—the maximum penalty
can be $124 000

* issue a compliance notice requiring the owner of the property to restore and
manage the cleared vegetation until it is mapped as remnant vegetation on
a regional ecosystem map (see Section 4).

This notice binds to the title of the land, and will therefore be transferred to
any new owners. The requirements of the restoration will depend on the
type of vegetation and the amount of clearing undertaken, but could include
replanting native vegetation, excluding stock, fencing the area or managing
any weeds.

Complying with other laws

It is important to check if any other laws apply before you clear vegetation.
Unless specifically provided for, an approval to clear from DERM does not
exempt the clearing from requirements under any other legislation, including
the:

* Nature Conservation Act 1992 regarding the taking of protected species

* Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 regarding the protection of heritage
sites.

* Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 regarding
issues of national environmental significance.

Local government laws may also apply.
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Appendix 1: Departmental business centres

For further information on these centres see <www.derm.qgld.gov.au>.

Service centre Phone number Type
Atherton 4095 7000 A
Beenleigh 3884 8020 A
Bundaberg—Enterprise St 4131 5888 B
Caboolture 5433 7700 A
Cairns 4039 8431 A
Charleville 4654 4276 B
Chinchilla 4672 9700 B
Cloncurry 4742 8222 A
Cunnamulla 4655 1131 A
Dalby 4672 4800 B
Emerald—Hospital Rd 4987 9300 B
Gayndah 4161 1166 A
Goondiwindi—McLean St 4671 6100 A
Gympie 5480 5308 B
Hughenden 4741 1657 A
Innisfail—Canegrowers Building 4048 3701 A
Ipswich 3884 5300 B
Kingaroy 4160 4200 A
Longreach 4650 1900 A
Mackay 4967 0820 B
Mareeba—Courthouse Building 4048 4850 B
Maryborough—Lennox St 4121 1730 A
Monto 4166 1350 A
Mount Isa 4747 2104 A
Mundubbera 4165 5100 A
Nambour 5451 2222 A
Robina 5583 1700 A
Rockhampton—Bolsover St 4938 4600 B
Roma—McDowall St 4624 1500 B
South Johnstone 4064 1155 A
St George 4625 3299 A
Toowoomba—Tor St 4688 1000 B
Townsville 4799 7200 B
Warwick—Guy and Fitzroy St 4661 0200 A

* Type A centres can accept an application.

Type B centres can accept an applications and provide advice on
vegetation clearing applications.



Appendix 2: Common exemptions

Table 1: Common exemptions—freehold

Type of vegetation
on RE map

Colour on
RE map

Exemptions are available for clearing:

Non-remnant; or
Category X on a
PMAV

White

for any purpose.

Remnant

Category 1,2,3 or 4 on
a PMAV

Green,
orange or
pink

to build a single house and associated buildings on a
lot (restrictions apply)

for a forest practice (you must notify DERM that you
intend to conduct a forest practice)

to establish or maintain a fire break to protect
infrastructure (restrictions apply)

to establish a fire management line (restrictions
apply)
to maintain a garden or orchard (restrictions apply)

to remove or reduce imminent risk of serious
personal injury or damage to infrastructure posed by
the vegetation

by fire under the Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990
to reduce hazardous fuel load

to maintain infrastructure including airstrips,
buildings, fences, helipads, roads, stock yards,
watering facilities and constructed drains other than
contour banks

by the owner to source construction timber to
maintain infrastructure on any land owned
(restrictions apply)

under a development approval for a material change
of use or to reconfigure a lot where the department
administering the VMA is a concurrence agency to
the development application.

Remnant ‘of concern’;
or; Category 2on a
PMAV

Orange

in an urban area for an urban purpose (e.g.
residential, industrial, sporting, recreational or
commercial).

Remnant ‘not of
concern’; or ;

Category 30on a
PMAV

Green

in an urban area for an urban purpose

to establish a fence or road, if the maximum width of
clearing is 10 m

to establish necessary infrastructure other than
contour banks, fences or roads (restrictions apply)

by the owner to source construction timber to
establish infrastructure on any land owned
(restrictions apply).
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Table 2: Common exemptions—Ileasehold land used for agriculture and

grazing

Type of vegetation on

RE map

Colour on
RE map

Exemptions are available for clearing:

Non-remnant (an area
cleared since

31 Dec 1989) ; or
Category X on a PMAV

White

for any purpose.

Remnant

Green,
orange or
pink

to build a single house and associated buildings
on a lot (restrictions apply)

to establish or maintain a fire break to protect
infrastructure (restrictions apply)

to establish a fire management line (restrictions
apply)

to maintain a garden or orchard (restrictions
apply)

to remove or reduce imminent risk of serious
personal injury or damage to infrastructure
posed by the vegetation

by fire under the Fire and Rescue Service Act
1990 to reduce hazardous fuel load

to maintain infrastructure including airstrips,
buildings, fences, helipads, roads, stock yards,
watering facilities and constructed drains other
than contour banks.

by the owner to source construction timber to
maintain infrastructure on any land owned
(restrictions apply).

Remnant ‘not of concern’;
or Category 3or 4on a
PMAV

Green

to establish a fence or road, if the maximum
width of clearing is 10 m

to establish necessary infrastructure other than
contour banks, fences or roads (restrictions

apply)
by the owner to source construction timber to

establish infrastructure on any land owned
(restrictions apply).
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Table 3: Common exemptions—Ileasehold land other than a lease used for
agriculture and grazing

Type of vegetation on RE
map

Colour on RE map

Exemptions are available for clearing:

Non-remnant

White

e for any purpose, for rental
categories 3.1, 3.2, 4.5, 8.2, 91
and 9.2 leases under the Land
Regulation 1995.

Category X on a PMAV

e for any purpose.

Remnant

Green, orange or
pink

* to build a single house and
associated buildings on a lot
(restrictions apply)

* to establish or maintain a fire
break to protect infrastructure
(restrictions apply)

* to establish a fire management
line (restrictions apply)

* to maintain a garden or orchard
(restrictions apply)

* toremove or reduce imminent risk
of serious personal injury or
damage to infrastructure posed by
the vegetation

* by fire under the Fire and Rescue
Service Act 1990 to reduce
hazardous fuel load

* to maintain infrastructure
including airstrips, buildings,
fences, helipads, roads, stock
yards, watering facilities and
constructed drains other than
contour banks.

* by the owner to source
construction timber to maintain
infrastructure on any land
owned(restrictions apply).
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Table 4: Common exemptions—road

Type of vegetation on RE
map

Colour on RE map

Exemptions are available for clearing:

All types

White, green orange
or pink,

e carried out by a local government
and necessary for building road
infrastructure or sourcing
construction material for roads

* carried out by a local government,
and which is an ‘approved activity’

o to maintain infrastructure
(other than fences) located on
the road

o to maintain an existing
boundary fence to the
maximum width of 1.5 m

o toremove or reduce imminent
risk of serious personal injury
or damage to infrastructure
posed by the vegetation

o by fire under the Fire and
Rescue Service Act 1990 to
reduce hazardous fuel load

o to maintain an existing
firebreak or garden located on
the road

o thatis necessary to maintain
reasonable access to
adjoining land from the
existing formed road
(restrictions apply).

Non-remnant; or

Remnant ‘not of concern’

White

Green

* any purpose carried out by a local
government in an urban area.
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Table 5: Common exemptions—Trust land

Type of vegetation on RE
map

Colour on RE map

Exemptions are available for clearing:

Non-remnant ; or Category | White e carried out by the trustee for any
Xon a PMAV purpose.
All types White, green, orange . carried out by the trustee:

or pink

o to establish or maintain a
necessary fire break to protect
infrastructure, other than a
fence or road (restrictions

apply)

o to establish a necessary fire
management line (restrictions

apply)

o to maintain a garden or
orchard (restrictions apply)

o toremove or reduce imminent
risk of serious personal injury
or damage to infrastructure
posed by the vegetation

o by fire under the Fire and
Rescue Service Act 1990 to
reduce hazardous fuel load

o to maintain infrastructure
including airstrips, buildings,
fences, helipads, roads, stock
yards, watering facilities and
constructed drains other than
contour banks.
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Table 6: Common exemptions—unallocated State land

Type of vegetation on RE
map

Colour on RE map

Exemptions are available for clearing:

All types

White, green, orange
or pink

* carried out by the chief executive
administering the Land Act 1994:

O

to establish or maintain a
necessary fire break to protect
infrastructure, other than a
fence or road (restrictions

apply)

to establish a necessary fire
management line (restrictions

apply)

to maintain a garden or
orchard (restrictions apply)

to remove or reduce imminent
risk of serious personal injury
or damage to infrastructure
posed by the vegetation

by fire under the Fire and
Rescue Service Act 1990 to
reduce hazardous fuel load

to maintain infrastructure
including airstrips, buildings,
fences, helipads, roads, stock
yards, watering facilities and
constructed drains other than
contour banks.
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Table 7 Common exemptions—Iland subject to a license or permit

Type of vegetation on RE
map

Colour on RE map

Exemptions are available for clearing:

All types

White, green, orange
or pink

* carried out by the licensee or
permittee:

o to establish or maintain a
necessary fire break to protect
infrastructure, other than a
fence or road (restrictions

apply)

o to establish a necessary fire
management line (restrictions

apply)

o to maintain a garden or
orchard (restrictions apply)

o to remove or reduce imminent
risk of serious personal injury
or damage to infrastructure
posed by the vegetation

o by fire under the Fire and
Rescue Service Act 1990 to
reduce hazardous fuel load

o to maintain infrastructure
including airstrips, buildings,
fences, helipads, roads, stock
yards, watering facilities and
constructed drains other than
contour banks.
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Appendix 3 Completed examples of IDAS form 1 Part A
and Part J

Form 1 Development Application

) ~
Common details 5

The completion of all applicable questions on Part A is mandatory for all applications. Part A must be accompanied by the completed IDAS Assessment Checklist if
required, and by one (1) or more other completed parts of the Form as required. For more information on the parts of the Form refer to www.ipa.qld.gov.au.
Any information requested in the form may be provided in an attachment to the application. For further information about completing the following details, refer to Guide 1.

Description of land 1. Street address: (ncluding house number, street name, suburb/locality name & postcode) (if applicable)

All land the subject of the application, must be .

identified. However, a description of the land | 128 Brlgalow Rd’ Grasstrees 4423 |
is not ired in relation t bil aog 0 .

temporaty Environmentally Relevant Actity | 2 Name of water body or watercourse, within which the development is proposed: (i applicable)
(ERA). | NA |

Advice for completing Q2 - Q2 applies if
develﬁpmem is proposed within a water body | 3, Lot on plan description (eg. Lot 123 on RP 4567) | GPS coordinates:
or watecourse.
Advice for completing @3 - Most land can | Lot Aon RP1234 |

be identified by a lot on plan description. s . . .
These details can be obtained from title 4. The above description is for: (tick applicable box)

a‘)c“mem?f (t)r: “‘I““:jgh t“eh'?f]at'hg‘)"emme”‘- X () the land on which the development is proposed:; or
owever, if the land on which the e L -~ . .
development s proposed does not have a lot [ (i) the land adjoining the water body or watercourse, within which the development is
on plan description (i.e. the development is proposed; or
proposed in a water body or watercourse)
provide - ] (iii) the water body or watercourse.
(i) the lot on plan description for the
adjoining/adjacent land; or 5. Shop/tenancy number: 6. Storey/level: 7. Total area of land: (m2or ha):
(i) GPS coordinates where there is no
adjoining/adjacent land (eg. in Moreton | N/A | | N/A | | 243ha
Bay).
Advice for completing Q7 - Q7 does not
apply if the development is within a water

body or watercourse.

Advice for completing Q8 - Q8 applies if

gfg: lopment s within a local goverment | g | 5cq] government area in which the land is situated: (eg. Esk, Hervey Bay, Woocoo etc.) (if applicable)
Note: Areas below high water mark are not | Haywa rd |

within a local government’s area unless
provided for under the Local Government Act | 9 Port authority for the strategic port land or strategic port land tidal area on which the development

1993. . . , . . .
Advice for completing Q9 - Q9 apples is proposed: (eg. Port of Brisbane, Port of Townsville) (if applicable)
development is on strategic port land or a | N/A |

strategic port land tidal area. For more details
refer to Guide 11

Proposal details 10. Existing use of the land: (eg. vacant, single house, shop etc.)

If there is insufficient room available, details may | Cattle grazing |
be provided in an attachment to the application.

11. Proposed use of the land: (eg. 6 unit apartment building, 30 lot residential subdivision, ERA for
aquaculture in ponds with a total area of 7 ha for which wastes are released into waters etc).

| Tree clearing for fodder |

Other applicable parts of Form 1 12. Other parts of Form 1 completed as part of this application: (eg. Part D, Part I, etc)
Part A must always be accompanied by other | Part J

completed parts of Form 1. For information about

when a part of Form 1 may apply refer to Guide 1.

Applicant details 13. Applicant’s name: 15.  Contact person:

Clearly identify who is making the application. The - .

applicant need not be the owner of the land. | Mr John Smith | | John Smith

When signing and lodging this application 14. Contact number: 16. Facsimile number/e-mail address:
The applicant is responsible for ensuring the \ .

information provided is correct. The assessment | (07) 1234 5678 | | JOhn-Smlth@queenS|and-Com-au




17. Postal address:

PO Box ABC, Longreach 4730 |

18. Signature:

19. Date:

25/10/06

Land owner’s consent (if applicable)

Section 3.2.1(3) of the IPA prescribes that an
application must contain, or be supported by, the
written consent of the land owner/s, if the application
involves:

(i) amaterial change of use;

(i) reconfiguration of a lot;

(iii) work on land below high-water mark & not within a
canal as defined under the Coastal Protection and
Management Act 1995;0r

(iv) work on rail corridor land defined under the
Transport Infrastructure Act 1994.

Section 3.8.1(2)(a) of the IPA provides that

landowner’s consent is not required for a mobile or

temporary ERA .

For more information refer to Guide 1.

20. Land owner’s consent to the making of this application:

Name Signature Date

Resource entitlement (if applicable) 21.

Section 3.2.1(5) of the IPA requires evidence of
resource entitement be given for applications that
involve a prescribed State resource.

Section 3.2.1(10)(a)(ii) of the IPA prescribes that an

application cannot be taken to be properly made 22.

without evidence of the resource entitlement.

Advice for completing Q21 & 22

Refer to schedule 10 of the Integrated Planning
Regulation 1998 that prescribes the nature of evidence
required by the State in support of the lodging of this
development application.

Advice for completing Q23 23.

The information in (i) - (v) is mandatory if evidence is
required under Q22 (ii) or (iii) above.

The official stamp of the Department of Natural
Resources, Mines and Water is mandatory where the
application involves any water or riverine quarry
material under the Water Act 2000.

Section 3.2.1(5A) allows the resource manager to limit
the time the evidence may be used. Q23 (vi) must be
completed if the evidence is time limited.

Does this application involve a State resource prescribed under a regulation (other than involving
quarry material on State coastal land under the Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995)?

XINO -goto Q24 ] YES - goto Q22

This application is accompanied by evidence: (tick applicable box)
[1() of the allocation of, or entitlement to, the resource - attach evidence and go to Q23(vi)

[ (ii) the chief executive of the department administering the resource is satisfied the
development is consistent with an allocation of, or entitlement to, the resource - go
to Q23

[ (iii) the chief executive of the department administering the resource is satisfied the
development application may proceed in the absence of an allocation of, or
entitlement to, the resource - go to Q23

Evidence of the resource entitlement:
(i) Resource entitlement / authority details (vii) Official stamp of the department

| administering the resource (if
applicable)

(ii)  Name of delegated officer

(iii)  Position of delegated officer

(iv) Signature of delegated officer

(v) Date

(vi) Expiry date of evidence (if applicable)

Assessment triggers 24.

This checklist does not apply if the application requires
the completion of Parts A and B of the Form only. It
must be completed for all other applications.

Is the IDAS Assessment Checklist completed and attached to this application?

X YES

|:| NO - the assessment manager may refuse to accept this application on the
grounds that the application has not been properly made

Plans / drawings / reports

An application should be accompanied by details to
support the proposal & enable the assessment
manager, referral agencies and any person viewing
the application during public scrutiny or public
notification to understand the scope of the proposal
and any potential impact.

25. Plans/drawings/reports accompanying this application:

Plan / Drawing / Report Number Title Date
() A456789 ;fﬁ:;g%erﬂe;?;f” 12/09/06
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PLEASE NOTE: The assessment manager may refuse to accept an application that, at the time of lodgement, fails to provide all applicable information required by Part A
and any other relevant part of Form 1.

FEE (5) DATE RECEIVING OFFICER’S REFERENCE
RECEIVED NAME/S NUMBER/S
OFFICE USE ONLY (applicable to assessment manager’s)
Notification of Engagement of Private Certifier (Optional format)
To Council. | have been engaged as the private certifier for the building work referred to in this application.
Date of engagement: / /  Accreditation Number: ___Name: Signature:
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Form 1 Development Application

Clearing native vegetation

Completion of all a

licable questions on Part J is mandatory for all applications involving assessment against the Vegetation Management Act 1999

(VMA) for the clearing of vegetation.

Part J does not apply to vegetation clearing assessable against a Council’s planning scheme or local law. Where the clearing is assessable against the

planning scheme, Part E of the form applies.

For further information about vegetation clearing under the VMA refer to Guide 12 Vegetation clearing made assessable under schedule 8 of the IPA.

Nature of application

Operational work: clearing of native vegetation is
regulated under the VMA.

Schedule 8 of the IPA makes the clearing of
vegetation to which the VMA applies assessable
development.

However, the clearing of native vegetation in
certain circumstances is exempt development
under Schedule 8 of the IPA.

Exempt development includes, for example,
clearing to the extent necessary to build a single
residence on a lot and any reasonably associated
building or structure, if the building of the residence
has been approved under the IPA; and clearing that
is for essential management or routine
management as defined in Schedule 10 of the IPA.

Material change of use (MCU): an MCU
application that meets the referral triggers in Q1(b)
must be referred to NRMW for concurrence
assessment, using this form.

Reconfiguration of a lot (RaL): a RaL that meets
the referral triggers in Q1(c) must be referred to
NRMW for concurrence assessment, using this
form.

1.

This application is for: (tick applicable box) -
Xl (a) operational work for the clearing of vegetation where the clearing is made assessable
under Schedule 8 of the IPA - complete Q2, 3,4, 5 & 6

L] (b) a material change of use if — complete Q7 only
(i) the lot contains —
a. acategory 1, 2 or 3 area shown on a property map of assessable vegetation; or

b. if there is no property map of assessable vegetation for the lot - remnant
vegetation; and

(i) the existing use is a rural or environmental use; and
(iii) the size of the land is 2 hectares or larger.

[](c) reconfiguration of a lot if — complete Q7 only

(i) the lot contains —
a. acategory 1, 2 or 3 area shown on a property map of assessable vegetation; or
b. if there is no property map of assessable vegetation for the lot — remnant

vegetation; and

(i) the size of the lot before the reconfiguration is 2 hectares or larger; and

(iii) 2 or more lots are created; and

(iv) the size of any lot created is 25 hectares or smaller.
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Type of clearing

Q2 and 3 only apply if the application is for
operational work for the clearing of vegetation as
identified in Q1(a) above.

The type of vegetation clearing (i.e. clearing for a ‘relevant purpose”) proposed by this application is: (tick
applicable box/es) -

[1() under a project declared to be a significant project under the State Development and
Public Works Organisation Act 1971, section 26;

[ (i) necessary to control non-native plants and declared pests;

[ (iii) to ensure public safety;

[ (iv) for establishing a necessary fence, firebreak, road or other built infrastructure, if there is
no suitable alternative site for the fence, firebreak, road or infrastructure;

as the natural and ordinary consequence of other assessable development for which a
development approval as defined under the Integrated Planning Act 1997 (IPA) was
given, or a development application as defined under the IPA was made before 16 May
2003;

vi) for fodder harvesting;
vii) for thinning;

ix) for an extractive industry;

x) for clearing regrowth on leases issued under the Land Act 1994 for agriculture and
grazing purposes.

D (vi
L1 (vii
(] (viii) for clearing of encroachment;
[ (ix)
L1 (x)

Type of clearing (cont)

Q3 only applies if the application is for operational
work for the clearing of vegetation as identified in
Q1(a) above.

Section 22A(1) of the VMA provides that, if a
vegetation clearing application is not for a relevant
purpose the application is taken not to be a properly
made application and the assessment manager
must refuse to receive the application.

An application is for a relevant purpose if the chief
executive of NRMW is satisfied the proposed
clearing is a relevant purpose. Relevant purposes
are prescribed under section 22A(2) of the VMA.

Advice for completing Q3

Confirmation from the chief executive NRMW or
delegate that the application is for a relevant
purpose is required for all vegetation clearing
applications.

Submissions seeking confirmation from the chief
executive NRMW or delegate must include
information that demonstrates how the proposed
clearing is for a relevant purpose.

Submissions are accepted at all NRMW Service
Centres and will be forwarded to the nearest
Vegetation Services office.

Is this application accompanied by confirmation that the chief executive of NRMW is satisfied the
vegetation clearing application is for the relevant purpose/s identified in question 2?

<] YES
[INO

Confirmation is provided by either: (tick applicable box):

] A letter of confirmation from the chief executive of NRMW, or delegate, is attached to this
application;

OR
[ The applicant requests that the chief executive of NRMW or delegate, considers whether

the vegetation clearing application is for the relevant purpose identified in question 2 and
completes the section below:

Name of Delegated Officer

Position of Delegated Officer

Signature of Delegated
Officer

Date / /

Note: If confirmation is not provided, this application is not a properly made application.
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Property vegetation management
plan (PVMP)

A property vegetation management plan (PVMP)
must accompany all vegetation clearing
applications and must contain all the information
identified in Q5 & 6.

The PVMP is to refer to the vegetation identified in
Q1 above.

The PVMP may also include any other information
the applicant considers will assist in the
assessment of the application.

For an application for operational work, the relevant
code is the regional vegetation management code
applying to the area of the application.

Itis a not a requirement for a PVMP to be provided
with an MCU and/or RaL application that is referred
to NRMW for the assessment of clearing.

4.

Is a PVMP attached to this application?
X YES
|:| NO — a PVMP must accompany all applications for vegetation clearing

The PVMP accompanying this application addresses the following matters: (tick if applicable)
X (i) the location and extent of the area proposed to be cleared — complete Q6;
X (ii) the purpose of the clearing;

IX (iii) details of the way the proposed clearing meets the performance requirements of the
relevant code or policy for the area.

The location and extent of the area proposed to be cleared in this application is shown by —
X (a) a map showing -
X (i) the boundary of the area on an image base; and

X (ii) five (5) or more points visible in the image base that correspond to identifiable
fixed features; and

X (iii) the Map Grid of Australia 1994 coordinates and zone references for each point,
acquired by GPS or similar system of satellites that receives and processes
information; and

X (iv) a description of the feature that each point represents;
OR

] (b) a description of the boundary of the area by reference to Map Grid of Australia 1994
coordinates and zone references for the area.

Clearing as a result of a MCU or RaL
Q7 only applies to MCU and Ral applications.

This information is required for all MCU and RaL
applications.

For a MCU application the relevant policy is the
NRMW policy for assessing material change of use
applications.

For a RaL application the relevant policy is the
NRMW policy for assessing reconfiguration of a lot
applications.

Note: Clearing as part of and as a consequence of

the MCU/RaL includes:

(a) clearing of assessable vegetation that will be
approved or authorised by the MCU/RaL
approval;

(b) additional clearing under exemptions that would
apply as a result of the approval; and

(c) clearing that will be necessary to accommodate
the proposed use and development of the
premises.

Where clearing of remnant vegetation is not
identified in the application, any future clearing of
the remnant vegetation will require a separate
approval.

7.

Confirm by ticking the applicable box(es), that the following details are provided in plans and
written information supporting the application:

[]() Details of how the application meets the performance requirements of the NRMW
concurrence agency policy for Material Change of Use (MCU) and/or the NRMW

concurrence agency policy for Reconfiguration of a Lot (RaL).
[ (i) The location and extent of:

- allinfrastructure associated with the development, including proposed building
envelopes and underground or above ground services;

- all proposed allotment boundaries;

- all proposed roads, easements, vehicle and pedestrian access and parking;

- any proposed clearing or consequential clearing that will result from the development
including firebreaks and fire management lines, excavations and stockpiling of soil and
clearing that will be necessary in order maintain the infrastructure proposed, following
its construction.

Please note: A copy of the original MCU and/or RaL application and Acknowledgement Notice
must be provided when referred to NRMW.

PLEASE NOTE: PART J of Form 1 cannot be accepted by the assessment manager unless accompanied by PART A. The assessment manager may refuse to
accept an application that, at the time of lodgement, fails to provide all applicable information requested by Part A and any other relevant

part of Form 1.

OFFICE USE ONLY (applicable to assessment manager)

DATE RECEIVED

REFERENCE
NUMBER/S
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