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Step 3: Determine if there is remnant vegetation on the lot(s)
To find out if there is remnant vegetation on the land in question, check the
regional ecosystem (RE) map of the area.
RE mapping describes vegetation types, defines when vegetation is remnant,
and classifies the status of remnant vegetation depending on how much of a
particular regional ecosystem remains. DERM uses these maps to determine
when you will require a permit to clear vegetation, as the colour on the map
indicates the presence and status of remnant vegetation in the area.

Figure 1: An RE map
The maps are coloured as follows:
• white—not mapped as remnant vegetation
• green—remnant, not of concern vegetation
• orange/brown—remnant, of concern vegetation
• pink/purple—remnant, endangered vegetation.

Where can I obtain an RE map?
You can download RE maps free of charge from the DERM website at
<www.derm.qld.gov.au>, or view or purchase them at any departmental
business centre (A).

How do I read an RE map?
To read an RE map:
• find the correct Lot on Plan on the relevant map—DERM staff at any

service centre (B) can help you with this if necessary
• use the colour coding to determine the status of the vegetation on the lot in

question (see above).

Step 4: Determine if the proposed clearing is exempt
Once you have checked what colour the vegetation on the area you propose to
clear is on the RE map, you can determine if the clearing will be exempt (i.e.
can be done without a permit). Appendix 2, Tables 1–7 lists some common
exemptions, categorised under tenure and vegetation classification.
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Determining factors for exemption
The factors that determine if vegetation can be cleared under an exemption are:
• its classification on a PMAV, or if no PMAV exists, an RE map
• the land tenure
• the purpose of clearing
• who is proposing to do the clearing.

However, if you are unsure whether the clearing you propose to do is exempt,
before undertaking any clearing, you should contact a vegetation management
officer at your nearest departmental business centre to discuss the matter.
If the clearing you wish to undertake is not exempt, go to Section 3 to
determine if you can submit an application to clear.
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3. Applying for a permit
You can submit an application to clear for any of the following purposes:
• to manage encroachment
• to harvest fodder
• to ensure public safety
• to build a fence, road or other infrastructure, or create a firebreak where

no suitable alternative site exists
• to manage regrowth on leasehold land
• to conduct a ‘state-significant’ project (see Table1)
• to thin vegetation
• to manage pests or weeds where necessary
• for an extractive industry
• to carry out clearing which is the consequence of a development approval,

for which you applied before16 May 2003.
To be accepted as clearing for one or more of these purposes, an activity must
meet certain criteria developed by DERM. Contact an assessment officer at a
departmental business centre (B) to find out if the purpose of your proposed
clearing is accepted as relevant.

The regional vegetation management codes
Regional vegetation management codes set out the rules that clearing must
comply with to meet the requirements of the law.
Queensland is divided into the following code areas as shown in Figure 2:

• Brigalow Belt and New England Tablelands bioregions
• Coastal bioregions
• South East Queensland Bioregion
• Western bioregions.
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Figure 2: Regional Vegetation Management Code areas
Once you have decided which purpose you wish to apply for, you should read
the relevant section of the regional vegetation management code for your area.
Contact a departmental business centre for assistance if you are unsure which
code is relevant.
Each code is divided into eight parts that apply to different purposes. Check
Table 1 to decide which part of the code your application should meet.




