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Section 1  Summary of results 

• The Statewide average annual woody vegetation clearing rate for the 2005–06 period 
was 375 000 ha/year. This is 49% lower than the peak measured woody vegetation 
clearing rate in 1999–2000 of 758 000 ha/year and 7% higher than the previous period 
(2004–05) of 351 000 ha/year (Figure 1, this page). Levels of clearing in 2005–06 are 
indicative of final broadscale clearing permits being activated prior to the end of 
broadscale clearing on 31 December 2006. 

• Clearing of remnant woody vegetation, as defined by the Queensland Herbarium 
Regional Ecosystem mapping (Accad et al., 2006 (based on 2003 data), for the period 
2005–06 was 222 000 ha/year. This represents a 29% increase on the 2004–05 figures 
(Figure 1).  

• Remnant woody clearing in 2005–06 amounted to 59% of total woody vegetation 
clearing, an increase of 10% on the 2004–05 figures. More of the increase occurred on 
freehold tenure (42%) than leasehold tenure (24%) (Table 4 on page 26). 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

Time Period

C
le

ar
in

g 
R

at
e 

(,0
00

 h
a/

ye
ar

)

All Woody Clearing Woody Remnant Clearing
 

Figure 1:  Annual woody vegetation clearing rate in Queensland (1988–2006).1 

1 The earliest available Regional Ecosystem remnant mapping is for 1995 
• For 2005–06, 45% of the State woody vegetation clearing was on leasehold land and 

53% was on freehold land (Table 6 on page 29).  
• Clearing to pasture remained the single major replacement cover, making up 95% of 

State woody vegetation clearing for 2005–06 (Table 7 on page 30).   
• The biogeographic region with the highest woody vegetation clearing rate for 2005–06 

was the Mulga Lands, with 169 500 ha/year, or 45% of all State woody vegetation 
clearing for the period, followed by the Brigalow Belt, with 32% of State woody 
vegetation clearing (Table 10 on page 46). This represents a reversal from 2004–05, 



 
 

Land cover change in Queensland 2005–06 
2

 

where the Brigalow Belt was highest. Anecdotal evidence (including field observations 
and an increase in permits for fodder clearing) suggests that clearing for animal fodder 
in response to sustained drought in the Mulga Lands was significant in the 2005–06 
period. 

• The woody vegetation clearing rate for the South East Queensland bioregion has 
decreased from 21 400 ha/year in 2004–05 to 15 500 ha/year in 2005–06.  This figure 
is the lowest rate since 2000–01 and reverses the upward trend since that era (Figure 
27 on page 45). 

• The Queensland Murray Darling continued to be the Drainage Division with the highest 
woody vegetation clearing rate, with 214 500 ha/year or 57% of state woody vegetation 
clearing (Table 13 on page 59).  This represents a 17% increase on the previous year.  
Gulf Rivers Drainage Division saw a 94% decrease in woody vegetation clearing from 
2004–05 (Figure 30 on page 58). 

• For 2005–06, the South West Region (46% of the State woody vegetation clearing) 
continued to be the National Heritage Trust (NHT) Natural Resource Management 
Region (NRMR) with the highest woody vegetation clearing rate. This represents a 
41% increase in the rate of woody vegetation clearing from 2004–05.  The next highest 
NHT NRMR woody vegetation clearing rate was the Fitzroy Region (12%), followed by 
the Desert Channels (10%), and Maranoa Balonne (9%) (Table 17 on page 75). 
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