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1. Management directions and purposes

1.1 Management directions

Lochern National Park is dedicated under the Nature
Conservation Act 1992 and must be managed in accordance
with section 17 of the Act:

® to provide for the permanent preservation of the area’s
natural condition to the greatest possible extent;

® to protect the present area’s cultural and natural
resources and their values; and

e to ensure that the only use of the area is nature-based
and ecologically sustainable.

Lochern National Park was dedicated in 1994 and conserves
an area of 24 293ha within the Channel Country and Mitchell
Grass Downs biogeographic regions. The park provides a
natural setting in which a variety of western Queensland
vegetation communities and animals can be appreciated.

The primary purpose of the park is to conserve and present
a representative sample of several vegetation types typical of
the area. Maintenance and protection of the natural and
cultural values are of high priority. Management of feral
animals, weed control and grazing pressures are important
considerations.

Day-to-day management of the park is undertaken by
resident park staff. Access is by an unsealed road from the
Longreach-Jundah road. This becomes impassable in wet
weather. The park has few visitor facilities, on-park
interpretation or directional signs on tracks. Lochern is
most suited to self-reliant visitors with interests in nature-
based recreation activities in natural, undeveloped settings.
Interpretive information is included in a visitor information
sheet on the parks of the Longreach District. A visitor
information sheet for Lochern is in production.

1.2 Purposes

The major purposes of management will be to ensure that:

o the diversity of natural plant and animal communities are
conserved;

® rare and threatened species are identified and conserved
through specific management strategies if appropriate;

e appropriate feral animal and weed control are
implemented to protect native animal and plant
communities;

® appropriate fire management regimes are adopted to
maintain plant and animal communities and protect life
and property from fire;

® provision is made for self-sufficient camping in a natural
setting;
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e the natural and cultural values of the park are
maintained, with any future development of facilities
appropriate to the values of the park;and

® neighbours, Local Government, Aboriginal groups and
other interested parties are made aware of park
management issues and are provided with opportunities
to be involved in the process of managing the park,
where appropriate.

2.1 Bioregional context

Lochern National Park, 40km north of Stonehenge and
I50km south-west of Longreach, preserves an area of
diverse vegetation, encompassing communities of mulga,
Mitchell grass and channel country. Four of the nine land
systems that have been identified at Lochern are not
represented in any other protected area.

Lochern National Park fronts the Thomson River, forming
part of the Thomson catchment, a major catchment in the
Lake Eyre Basin. Surrounding land uses including sheep and
cattle grazing, a local government reserve and the Over the
Horizon Radar Site (Commonwealth Department of
Defence facility), parts of which are covered by grazing lease.

2.2 Values of Lochern National Park

Geology and landform

The soils and geology of the park have a basic underlying
value as they determine the type and distribution of plant
and animal communities across the park. Quaternary alluvial
plains along the Thomson River are characterised by grey
clays, silt, sand and gravel. The clay plains along the margin of
the river have been overlaid with alluvial sheet sand. Low
dissected tablelands on the western edge of the park are
predominantly quartz sandstone and sand/siltstone
conglomerate, eroded from the Tertiary Glendower
Formation.

Plants and animals

The vegetation on Lochern National Park is of significant
conservation value, containing diverse vegetation in a
relatively small area, with representative vegetation types
from channel country, mulga and Mitchell grass communities.
Species of coolibah Eucalyptus coolibah, bauhinia Lysiphyllum
gilvum, paperbarks Melaluca spp. and river cooba Acacia
stenophylla line the banks of the larger waterholes and
channels.

Cracking clay soils support gidgee Acacia cambagei and
coolibah. Grasslands, herblands and forblands contain
saltbush Atriplex spp. and all four species of Mitchell grass
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Astrebla spp. Other species of significance on the park
include eastern dead finish Archidendropsis basaltica, western
bloodwood Corymbia terminalis and mulga Acacia aneura.

The diversity of vegetative communities and abundance of
waterholes along the river support a variety of animal
species. Over 100 birds have been recorded on the park,
many of which are typical of western Queensland. Birds of
special significance include the jabiru, which * . vagrant and
rare in inland areas, and Hall's babbler, which has a restricted
distribution in western Queensland and northern New
South Wales. Other important fauna at Lochern includes
Forrest’s mouse, which is at the eastern limit of its
distribution.

Cultural heritage

The Aboriginal perple associated with this region are the
Mallintji people. A number of Aboriginal cultural sites exist
on the park, including clay ovens and artefact scatters. No
research has been conducted on any sites and no Aboriginal
groups have been contacted regarding Lochern National
Park.

Evidence of post-European settlement on the includes a
shearing shed and quarters, old shepherds’ yards and poultry
house. Most sites are in poor state of repair, with little
research regarding their cultural significance.

Scenic and aesthetic

Lochern displays many characteristics of western
Queensland, with coolibah and bauhinia lined creeks and
waterholes supporting abundant, easily seen wildlife. Open
grasslands on clay soils are typical of the outback’s open
expanses.

Scientific and educational

Lochern National Park has significant scientific values and
potential for education. lt is a potentially significant area for
scientific research due to its diverse land systems and plant
communities. Potential for education on the park includes
use of Lochern as an education centre for visitors and
special interest groups, such as schools, birdwatching
groups, natural history associations and field naturalists.

Recreation and tourism

Lochern National Park receives approximately 100 day
visitors and 500 campers annually. Most visits occurs from
April to October. |6km of vehicle tracks provide for visitor
travel around the park. Access to and within the park is
along dirt roads, which can be periodically flooded. Nature-
based recreation is popular at the park, including fishing,
camping, birdwatching, viewing wildlife and tourist drives.
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