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Native title claim applications have been submitted by
the Gooreng Gooreng, the Tarinbelang Bunda and the
Gurang people for an area that includes the park.

Scenic and aesthetic

Many attractive and colourful seasonal wildflowers and
birds can be found on the park.

Scientific and educational

The park has generated scientific interest due to the
discovery of the wallum froglet, Crinia tinnula.This
discovery extends the northern limit of this species’
distribution.

Summary

This management plan provides the framework and
guidelines on how Littabella National Park will be
managed. It sets out the considerations, outcomes and
strategies that are proposed to form the basis on which
day-to-day management decisions are made.

This plan was prepared in October 1999 and, in
accordance with s [25 of the Nature Conservation Act
1992, will be reviewed not later than |0 years after its
approval. For further information on this plan or the
planning process, please contact the Queensland Parks
and Wildlife Service Office in Bundaberg, on

(07) 4131 1600 during business hours.

This management plan was developed with the
assistance of David Marshall, john Hodgon, Bob
Thomson, Peter Tierney, Doug Crossman, Bill Fisher,
Cathy Skippington and Rose Trapnell. Thanks are due to
those groups and individuals who made submissions in
response to the draft plan.

Cover photograph: Scarlet-sided pobblebonk
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3 Management strategies

Native plants

The park has a vegetation map and a plant list.

Seven vegetation types occur on the park. These are:

 heath with isolated emergents;

* banksia low open woodland;

= melaleuca woodiand with heath understorey;

» melaleuca woodland;

= mixed eucalypt/corymbia woodland;

= mixed eucalypt/corymbia woodland with rainforest understorey; and
> mixed eucalypt/corymbia open forest.

Significant plant species are Acacia attenuata, listed as vulnerable and
Melaleuca cheelii, listed as rare.

Investigation and recording of the park’s plant species is an ongoing process.

The structure and native species composition of existing
vegetation communities are maintained subject to
natural change.

The population and distribution of any rare or
threatened plant species are maintained subject to
natural change.

Update the vegetation map and the species list as required.

Map and monitor the distribution and abundance of any rare or threatened plant
species on the park.

Establish and maintain a monitoring program to investigate the affect of fire on Acacia
attenuata.

Native animals

The fauna on Littabella National Park was surveyed between June-December
1997. A report has been completed. The park has a fauna list.

Crinia tinnula, a significant frog found on the park is listed as vulnerable in the
Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 1994

Investigation and recording of animal species on the park is an ongoing
process.

Dingoes may be present on the park.

The population and distribution of all native animal
species, particularly any rare or threatened species, are
maintained subject to natural change.

Update the animal species list as required.

Map and monitor the distribution and abundance of any rare or threatened animal
species.

Establish and maintain a monitoring program to investigate the effect of fire on Crinia
tinnula.

No control program for dingoes will be undertaken on the park.

Introduced plants and animals

The major weed found on the park is lantana, however it is confined to very
small infestations.

Where giant rats tail grass has been found on boundary firebreaks it has
been eradicated.

Domestic cattle from neighbouring properties have been occasionally
observed on the park.

Feral animals found on the park include foxes and hares, however rabbits and
cats may be present.

There is no increase in the impact of introduced species
on the biological values of the park.

All domestic stock are excluded from the park.

Conduct a control program for lantana as resources permit.

Monitor for; and eradicate any infestation of giant rats tail grass as soon as it is
discovered.

Monitor feral animal numbers as part of general duties and through liaison with
neighbours. Implement a control program if feral animal numbers are considered to

be having an impact on the bioclogical values of the park.

Continue boundary fencing program in co-operation with neighbours.

Fire management

The last major wildfire occurred in 1994, and burnt over half of the park.
Active fire management undertaken since 1994 has reduced the likelihood of
similar wildfires occurring in the future.

There is an approved fire management plan for the park which is composed
of a wildfire response procedure, a fire management strategy and a fire
management program.There are a number of firebreaks and an annual
firebreak maintenance program is undertaken.

The Ranger-in-Charge and park neighbours liaise on issues regarding fire
management.

Failure to implement appropriate planned burning in Littabeila National Park
is likely to decrease species diversity within the majority of vegetation types.

The current distribution and extent of all plant and
animal populations and communities are maintained
through appropriate fire management, as outlined in an
approved fire management plan.

Wildfires do not enter or exit the park.
Knowledge of plant and animal species response to fire.
particularly rare and threatened species is improved.

Implement the approved fire management plan.

Maintain firebreaks as required.

Liaise with neighbours over fire management issues.

Conduct a monitoring program for Crinia tinnula and Acacia attenuata to assess their

response to fire. Incorporate results of these studies into the fire management
strategy for the park.

Landscape, soil and catchment protection

Soils on the park are prone to erosion however the only areas of concern
are firebreaks, powerlines and vehicle tracks. Drainage works have been
constructed where considered necessary.

There is no soil erosion on firebreaks, powerlines and
vehicle tracks.

Continue to monitor firebreaks, powerlines and vehicle tracks for soil erosion and
construct “whoa-boys™ where necessary.

Cultural heritage

The park has no documented Aboriginal or European cultural sites or
references to Aboriginal use.

Comprehensive surveys to identify the cultural resource base in these areas
have yet to be undertaken.

The park currently falls within the area of native title claim applications
submitted by the Gooreng Gooreng, the Tarinbelang Bunda and the Gurang
people.

Cultural sites are identified and managed in co-operation
with relevant Aboriginal groups.

Liaise with relevant Aboriginal groups to assist in the identification of any cultural
sites on the park.

Existing Aboriginal interests in the park will be identified, and those groups or
individuals will be consulted on park management.

Recreation and tourism

The park is rarely visited by the public.

No recreation facilities exist on the park.

Recreation has no impact on the natural values of the
park.

Recreational opportunities are restricted to day-use only for self-reliant visitors.
No recreation facilities will be constructed on the park.

No camping will be permitted on the park.

Education and interpretation

A scientific purposes permit to research frogs is current for the park.

The park has no education and interpretation programs or visitor
information.

Scientific research is conducted on the park’s natural
resources.

Provide support for continued scientific research on the park’s natural resources as
required.

Resource use

There are several powerlines traversing the park.

The area beneath the powerlines is slashed and maintained by QPWS as
firebreaks. This is based on an agreement between QPWVS and the Wide Bay
Burnett Electricity Board.

Public utilities have no increasing impact on the park’s
natural values.

QPWS will continue to maintain the area beneath the existing powerlines as required.
The construction of further public utilities on the park will be discouraged.

Maintain liaison with the Wide Bay Burnett Electricity Board regarding maintenance of
the area beneath the powerlines.

Plan implementation and monitoring

Currently the national park is managed according to management guidelines,
a fire management plan, a disaster control plan, a weed control strategy and
a systematic fauna assessment plan.

The Burnett Management Unit in Bundaberg manages Littabella National
Park and other protected areas within the Bundaberg City, Burnett, Perry
and Kolan Shires.

The management plan is an effective set of operational
guidelines.

Ranger-in-Charge of the park to submit a brief annual report on the success of the
plan’s implementation.

There will be a biennial audit/review by park management professionals to assess
compliance with, and effectiveness of, the strategies outlined in the plan.

Review of the management plan within |10 years of approval according to s 125 of the
Nature Conservation Act 1992, or as necessary.




