-JUIWIUOJAIAUY JO AJIAY3S

Juounedeqg 241aTIM ANY
SWHVd TYNOLLYN
iSRG aNVISNIIN0

)4DJ |[DUOIIDN
Djjl|Dpuo)]

1. Management directions and purposes

I.I Management directions

Kondalilla National Park is designated under the Nature
Conservation Act 1992 as a national park and will be managed
in accordance with s17.1 of the Act which sets out the
following principles for management:

® to provide, to the greatest possible extent, for the
permanent preservation of the area’s natural condition
and the protection of the area’s cultural resources and
values;

e to present the area’s cultural and natural resources and
their values; and

® to ensure that the only use of the area is nature-based
and ecologically sustainable.

The requirements of other legislation administered by the
Department and other State and Commonwealth agencies
will be met where necessary.

Kondalilla National Park will be managed as a significant area
of remnant rainforest and open forest. It supports rare and

threatened plants in the surrounding tourist, residential and
horticultural character of the Blackall Range.

In the cool rainforest and open forest settings, park visitors
will enjoy picnics, bushwalking on a variety of different
tracks, birdwatching and nature observation. The spectacular
waterfall into the deep basaltic gorge provides a very scenic
backdrop for these activities.

Major issues the management plan will cover include weed
control, fire management and recreation management.

1.2 Management purposes

The major purposes of management will be to ensure that:

e natural plants, landscape features and creek system
integrity are protected and continuous habitat is
conserved where possible;

® sensitive habitats and threatened species are monitored
and their requirements are reflected in management
programs;

o sites of cultural significance are managed in consultation
with local communities;

e scientific and educational opportunities focus on the
rare and threatened species and the human impact on
the natural landscape and biota;

® 2 range of nature-based recreation opportunities is
provided in the mountainous setting;

® public education and appreciation of the natural
resources and cultural heritage are developed to
support park management aims; and
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o park neighbours are aware of their impact on the park
environment and the need for fire management, water
catchment protection and weed control programs.

2. Management basis

2.1 Bioregional context

Kondalilla National Park covers 327ha on the western
slopes of the Blackall Range in the Sunshine Coast hintertand
about 100km north of Brisbane.The range is characterised
by its magnificent views of the Sunshine Coast, its mountain
and rural scenery, and the village atmosphere of its urban
communities. The first section of the national park was
gazetted in 1945.

The park has volcanic origins. Its deep gorges, ridges and
escarpments were carved from basalt lava, which erupted
from volcanoes south-west of Maleny. A creek system
bisects the park, forming a scenic waterfall which drops over
basaltic cliffs into a spectacular gorge.

2.2 Kondalilla National Park values

Geology and landform

The Blackall Range landscape was shaped by volcanic activity
which occurred 25 million years ago.

The present landscape was formed by the geological
processes of periodic uplift and erosion. These processes
turned the basalt capping the Mapleton-Maleny plateau and
hard rhyolitic rocks of the North Arm Volcanics into deeply
dissected, elevated terrain. Exposed North Arm Volcanics
can be seen at Kondalilla in the flow-banded rhyolitic rock
slab above the swimming hole.

Plants and animals

Kondalilla National Park protects remnant warm subtropical
rainforest and associated layered tall open forest growing
on basaltic soils which once covered much of the Blackall
Range area. The rainforest supports the most easterly
surviving stands of emergent bunya pines Araucaria bidwillii,
and two vulnerable plant species — the red lilly pilly
Syzygium hodgkinsoniae and the bopple nut Macadamia
ternifolia.

Kondalilla's lower altitude rainforest is of high regional

significance. It has an endangered conservation status, as less
than 10 percent of this forest type remains in the South East
Queensland biogeographic region due to extensive clearing.

A diverse set of animals, including rare, threatened and
geographically restricted species, live in the park’s moist
upland habitat. Kondalilla conserves the rare Australian
marsupial frog Assa darlingtoni and the endangered cascade
tree frog Litoria pearsoniana. The park is the type locality for
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the endangered southern platypus frog Rheobatrachus silus
and the endangered southern day frog Taudactylus diurnus has
also been recorded here. However, these two endangered
frogs have not been seen in the wild since 1979.

Cuiltural heritage

The Blackall Range is strongly associated with the religious
and social celebration of the Bunya Festival.

Coastal and subcoastal Aboriginal people gathered at this
festival to harvest and eat the bunya nut. They considered
bunya pines very sacred and an important totem, with
spiritual powers and legends associated with the trees.

Areas where Aboriginal people held festivals are marked by
emergent bunya pines in the rainforest areas of Kondalilla.

Scenic

Kondalilla National Park has outstanding scenic values, with
its waterfall, deep gorge, rock pools and creeks, and cool
rainforest setting. It caters to day visitors who appreciate
the park’s spectacular views and natural amenity and the
surrounding rural landscape.

Scientific and educational

The park provides an ideal natural resource for education.
School groups from Brisbane and local townships and
students from tertiary institutions can use the park to study
diverse ecosystems and their important interactive
components such as geology, plants and animals.

The significant number of rare, threatened and
geographically restricted wildlife species within the
subtropical rainforest and tall open forest is of scientific
value and interest.

Recreation and tourism

Kondalilla National Park offers both passive and active
recreational opportunities that contrast significantly with
activities from coastal regions. Bushwalking can be enjoyed
in the cool climate throughout most of the year, with walks
ranging from 400m to 4.6km.Walks traverse rainforest and
tall open forest and follow creek lines which form cool
mountain waterholes, popular in summer for swimming. A
large resident bird population on the park is good for
birdwatching.

Economic

Kondalilla National Park’s role as a tourist destination has
economic value for surrounding townships. Tourist fac
such as lodges, kiosks and camping grounds rely on visitors
attracted by the park’s scenic and recreational values.
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