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Indicator: Ground cover

Metadata recording sheet

Key element Metadata

Short description of the contents of the dataset. e.g. Ground cover at "specified property"

Name of the land manager or business 
responsible for the dataset.

Brief assessment of reliability of the information in 
the dataset.

Record which method you have decided to 
use, e.g. Level 1, 2a or 2b monitoring plus 
brief description of the method

Brief history of the source and processing steps 
used to produce the dataset.

Record which method you have decided to 
use, e.g. Level 1, 2a or 2b monitoring plus 
brief description of the method

Maintenance and update frequency of the dataset.

What location or area does the data relate to. Provide property or other location details 
and/or GPS Eastings and Northings



The Land Manager’s Monitoring Guide - www.nrw.qld.gov.au/monitoring_guide

Indicator: Ground cover

Level 2a example field recording sheet - pasture and cropping

Paddock name Transect
Recorder Date

Ground cover (%) categories
quadrat 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Frequency 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Overall total 0 % cover for transect (overall total divide by 50) 0
Comments: 
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Indicator: Ground cover

Level 2a example field recording sheet - pasture and cropping

Paddock name Transect
Recorder Date

Ground cover (%) categories
quadrat 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

1 20
2 50
3 10
4 0
5 30
6 50
7 10
8 20
9 0

10 30
11 50
12 30
13 30
14 10
15 20
16 30
17 60
18 10
19 20
20 30
21 10
22 40
23 0
24 10
25 10
26 0
27 20
28 0
29 30
30 30
31 10
32 0
33 30
34 90
35 20
36 90
37 10
38 0
39 10
40 30
41 50
42 70
43 90
44 0
45 10
46 0
47 30
48 10
49 40
50 50

Frequency 9 12 6 11 2 5 1 1 0 3 0
Totals 0 120 120 330 80 250 60 70 0 270 0

Overall total 1300 % cover for transect (overall total divide by 50) 26
Comments: 
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Indicator: Ground cover

Level 2 field spreadsheet - pastures and cropping

Paddock name
Site name number
GPS reading Additional data

Date Ground cover 
(%)

Recording 
person Comments (seasonal conditions, grazing pressure) Rainfall mm since last 

observation
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Indicator: Ground cover

Level 2 example field spreadsheet - pastures

Paddock name Tank paddock
Site name number Additional data

Date Ground cover 
(%)

Recording 
person

Comments (seasonal conditions, grazing 
pressure)

Rainfall mm since last 
observation

Apr-99 70 JAS 605
Apr-00 80 JAS good season, stock nos increased 620
Apr-01 60 JAS 310
Apr-02 40 JAS 342
Apr-03 30 JAS poor season, reducing stock numbers 295
Apr-04 50 JAS 430
Apr-05 30 JAS poor season, reducing stock numbers 320



Example Chart
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Rainfall and changes in ground cover from 1999 to 2005
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For a location with an average rainfall of 430mm



Date of publication of this extract 11/07/2007 
This document is a dated extract from an online publication. Please check for the latest 
www.nrw.qld.gov.au/monitoring_guide/
While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of this information, the Department of 
Natural Resources and Water does not invite reliance upon it, nor accept responsibility for 
any loss or damage caused by actions based on it.
© The State of Queensland (Department of Natural Resources and Water) 2005 


