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Trstenjak David

From: Isabelle Gabas [Isabelle.Gabas@aigroup.asn.au}
Sent: Wednesday, 4 August 2010 4:04 PM
- To: waste paper
Ce: Jemina Dunn; Matthew Martyn-Jones; Hughes Kylie; OShea Tamara
Suhject: Queensland Waste Strategy consultation draft submission

Attachments: Ai Group waste submission attachment July 2010.pdf; Ai Group signed submission waste
strategy 4 August 2010.pdf

To whom it may concern,

Please find attached the Australian Industry Group submission on the proposed Queensland Waste Strategy
and Industry Waste Levy.

Feel free to contact me on (07) 3244 1504 or alternatively Jemina Dunn, our Manager Policy and Public
Affairs, on (07) 3244 1767, should you wish to discuss this submission further.

Best Regards

isabelle
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Isabelle Gabas

Principal Adviser - Environment and Energy
THE AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY GROUP
Birect Tel: 07 3244 1504

Mobhile: 0434 551 593

Fax: 07 32441799

Web: www.aigroup.com.ay

Email: isabelle.gabas@aigroup.asn.ay

This email and any attachments to it are confidential and intended for the named recipients only.
They may also, in whole or in part, be subject to Copyright or contain other intellectual property or
confer rights on the mtended recipient that are protected by law, including privilege. If you receive
this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email, then delete and trash both
emails and their attachments and please do not read, copy, retransmit or otherwise deal with any of
it.

Any views expressed in this email or any attachment using the permitted transmission facilities of
The Australian Industry Group (Al Group) using the address aigroup.asn.au are those of the
individual author only, unless expressly stated to be otherwise. If you require verification of
authenticity of sender, please contact Ai Group (free call) on 61+ 1300 78 38 44.

Neither Ai Group nor any of its related parties who are authorised to use the Ai Group transmission
facilities and address accepts any liability in connection with the integrity of or errors in the
transmission, computer virus, data corruption, inteiference or delay arising from or in respect of this
email or its attachments or the use of Ai Group’s facilities. A1 Group is bound by the Privacy Act
1988 of the Commonwealth of Australia and details of our policy can be located at
WWW.aigroup.com.au
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY

GROoUP

202 Boundary Stresi
Spring. Hill QLD 4004
PO Box 128
Spring MREGLD 4004
Australia

4 August 2010 )
ABN 76 358 858788

Project Manager ~ Queensland's Waste Strategy consultation Tol: 67 32441777

Natural Resources and Environmeant Fase 07 3344 1799
Bepariment of Environment-and Reseurce Managemsnt Wwww.aigroUp.asn.au
GPO Box 2454

BRISBANE. QLD 4001
Dear Sir/ Madam
Draft Queensiand Waste Strategy 2010-2020 & Proposed !nciuétry Waste Levy

The Australian Indusiry Group (Al Group) welcomes this opportunity to make a submission to
the Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM) on the censditation
draft of the Queensland Waste Strategy 2010-2020.

Al Group is one of Australia’s leading industry organisations represeniing over 10,000
employers nationally. Membership-is drawn:from a-broad range of industry sectors, including
manufaciuring, construction and relaied services sectors such as waste contractors and
recyclers. As such, many of ourmember-companies. are certainly affected by the proposed
Queensland Waste Strategy and Indusiry Waste Levy,

Al Group understands the drivers for waste manageirient reform in Queensiand and has
consulied exiensively with industry members in compiling this submission. Whilst Al Group
welcomes introduction of a revised sirategy,.and mertibérs.are not opposed to introduction of
a waste levy per se, a number of significant concems are held regarding aspects of the
sirategy and levy as proposed.. These concerns, which are further-detailed in Attachment 1,
include:

« Commencemeni: The proposed process and timelines appsar inadequate to
successiully deliver the outcomes sought:by the strategy.  There is-a lack of existing
on-the-ground wasie management infrastructure to suppott roll-out and a range of
logistical issues around levy coliection need lo be rescived to ensure workability.
Industry would strongly prefer delayed or staged commencement with a more robust
coliection process and system of levy infrasiructure in-place.

o Timing of waste avoidance initiatives: Cumrently it is proposed wasle avoidance
initiatives commence following introduction of the levy, funded by levy revenue as it
is collected. Many businesses withoui expertisé. in waste will require significant
assistance o build capacity around waste avoidance to minimise waste and thus
avoid significant costs, |deally this assistance would be in place well prior to levy
collection commenging.




= Levy revenue: The basis for allocation of levy revenue is undlear, and industry is
very goncerned that inadequate funding will be available to deliver meaningful waste
avoidance and resource efficiency (WARE) initiatives. These inffiatives are costly
and Govermnment must focus on upgrading the current pool of recycling and
reprocessnng nlanis, as their number and capacity is considered inadequate for
servicing Queensland's current and future poputanon and businesses. Government
should consult further with industry to determine a realistic estimate of investment
réguired io deliver on the aspirational waste avoidance targets outlined I the
strategy:

= Standards and definitions: Queensiand lags significantly behind other slates in
relation to clearly defined standards and definitions providing certainty regarding
allowable levels of contaminants or what constitites regulated waste. This needs to
be resolved if the strategy and the levy are io be ;:xrac‘anabia particulatly given the
separation of high and low hazard wastes under the fevy. Definitions, termiriology
and methodologies should be harmonised as much as possible with other
jurisdictions to minimise burdens on businesses with operations in multiple states,

e Enforcement: A lack of enforcement in the wasle industry is resulling in
environmental harm, and an uneven playing fisld where licensed operalors fesl they
are subject to greater scrufiny than unlicensed operators. Infroduction of the
proposed levy will potentially exacerbate: the issue and erode the competitiveness of
licensed operators paying for disposal of residual waste with unlicensed operators
potentially increasing illegal dumping.

» Exemptions: Consider excluding licensed recycling operators from the levy for
residual non-recyclable wasie resulting from recycling of municipal waste:

o i}zdusiry consultation: Continue o work clossly with indusiry as strategy s refired
and implementation commencas,

Further detail regarding these matters s appended as Attachment 1 which aiso offers
suggested policy amendments almed at supporting delivery of a more workable and
equitable system, incentivising innovation in waste avoidance; and achieving higher levels of
resource recovery. Al Group and its members. are keento work closely with the Department
as policy refinement progresses, as the sucecess of strategy implementation will be strongly
dependant on ongoing industry invetvement and ownership:

Please do not hesitate fo contact Isabelle Gabas on (07) 32441504 or Jemina Dunn on {07}
32441767 should you wish to discuss this submission further.

Yours sinceraly

Matithew Martyn-Jon
Director - Guesnsiand
The Australian Industry Group

Fne.
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